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''The utmost care should be taken^ especially 
in a declining and dead state of the churchy or 
when corruptions of doctrine are rife, or funda- 
mental controversies on the sacraments agitated^ 
and when there is an imminent danger of the 
abuse of sacramental expressions, to use with 
more caution the ecclesiastical and wider 
MEANING in our popular addresses, and to dwell 
more on their simple and abstract, and 
directly spiritual and saving import." — 
Bishop of Calcutta's Exposition of the Colossians. 



INTRODUCTION. 



'* Brethren, give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure." Such are the emphatic 
words addressed by the apostle Peter to the 
church. We learn from them three great truths. 

First, That assurance of salvation is 
ATTAINABLE IN THIS LIFE ; Otherwise the exhort- 
ation would be useless. 

Secondly, That assurance of salvation is 
IMPORTANT ; otherwise the exhortation would not 
be given at all. 

And thirdly. That believers mat attain 
assurance of salvation bt diligence. The 
command to ''give diligence/' implies the certainty 
of attaining it upon diligence being given. 

And yet, how few professing Christians have 
given any diligence at all to attain this assur- 
ance ! How painfully just is the remark of an 
old divine, who says, " Go through a congrega- 
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tion of a thousand men, and how few of them 
shall you meet with, that ever hestowed one hour 
in all their lives in a close examination of their 
title to heaven." Matters which relate to this 
life are subjected to the closest investigation. 
Men repose their confidence upon satisfactory 
evidence only. But in the weightiest of all mat- 
ters — those which relate to the next life, tbey are 
found to despise, or at least to neglect, such investi- 
gation and evidence f If the individual inquiry were 
made, ''In what state is thy soul ? Is it regene- 
rated, and sanctified, and justified, or not ? Is it 
in a state of life, or in a state of death ? " their 
reply, in numberless instances, would correspond 
with the infidel answer of Cain, when God asked 
him for his brother Abel. They would be ready 
to say, '' I know not ; am I my soul's keeper ? 
I hope well, I trust God with it. I thank God 
the subject never greatly troubled me. I never 
made any doubt of my salvation." It is a fear- 
ful thing that men should thus suffer themselves 
to be ruined by the great deceiver of souls. 
What would they think of the mariner if he 
were to act like them ? What would they think 
of him if he were to weigh his anchor, spread his 
sails, and venture among hidden rocks and treach- 
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erous qui6lEsancl8, and tliea lay, '^I kntfw*qGft 
whither the winds are carrying me, I give no heed 
to the buoys or headlands, I hope well, I trust 
God with my vessel?" Or, what would they 
think of the traveller, if he were to hold on in his 
way, not knowing whether he were right or wrong, 
and say, " I hope I am right ; I will not doubt 
of it i I have never taken the trouble to compare 
my route with the map of the country : but I 
will go on, and trust God V* ■ 

Reader, we are all on a journey of momentous 
importance. We are travelling at an irresist- 
ible speed in a path which leads us to an 
eternity of ineffable joy, or to an eternity of 
unutterable woe* We are at this moment on our 
way, hurrying onwards. Have you compared 
your route with the infallible chart of God*s 
word ? Have you discovered satisfactory evi- 
dence that you are in the right road ? Have you, 
in obedience to the apostle's exhortation, '* given 
DiLiGENCis to make your calling and election 

StJEB ?** 

It is an overwhelming thought to those who 
" watch for souls" that so few professing Chris- 
tians are in earnest about securing salvation. 
God only can read men's thoughts, and examine 

b2 
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their hearts. But without heing gifted witli 
supernatural penetration, we have palpahle evi- 
dence that the larger proportion in most congre- 
gations are destitute of saving faith. The scanty 
gatherings at the Lord's tahle afford affecting 
proof of this, and show that there are many 
who call themselves Christians, who do not 
exercise influential, saving faith in the blood 
and righteousness of Christ. We dare not 
venture to hope that all those who constantly 
receive the emblems of redeeming love in the 
Lord's supper, are children of God and heirs of 
the kingdom : but those who habitually neglect 
and despise the " pledges of Christ's love," can- 
not be supposed to exercise any love to him, 
and therefore are condemned by their own prac- 
tice. But are they aware of their imminent 
danger? No. They are deceived. They are 
deluded. Satan has blinded their eyes. They 
apprehend no danger. Very few men walk into 
the bottomless pit with their eyes open. They 
persuade themselves that they are in the straight 
path to glory, Alas ! how many never suffer 
themselves to be undeceived until death breaks 
the spell and ushers them into eternity ! 



CHAPTER I. 

THE NATURE OF REGENERATION. 

" Brethren^ give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure." How shall we 
obey this apostle's exhortation? In what 
way shall we commence our diligence ? 
We must examine our hearts* We must 
look to our foundations, and discover 
whether we are building our house upon 
sand, or upon a rock. We must endeavour 
to turn our eyes from the real, or sup- 
posed beauty of the superstructure, and 
make a way for them to penetrate down to 
its foundation and examine the nature and 
stability of it. If our foundation be unsound, 
if we are wrong in the first principles of the 
gospel, if our hopes are based upon erro- 
neous views and false impressions — then all 
is delusion and dangeif. Our building must 
be rased to the ground. Our house must 
come down, and wa must begin the work 
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anew. But if^ on the contrarji the founda- 
tion be sound, then, though the superstructure 
may be in some respects faulty, it is capable 
of improvement — and we are safe. The rain 
may descend, the floods come, and the winds 
blow and beat upon our house, but it cannot 
be overthrown, for it is founded upou a rock. 
The foundation of all true religion in the 
soul, is the new birth. There is no salvation 
without it. Whatsoever a man's knowledge 
and attainments, how beautiful and lovely 
soever his external walk and profession, yet 
except he be born from above, ^^ he cannot 
see the kingdom of heaven." He is wrong 
at the heart — the fountain head is corrupt, 
and he is spiritually dead, though he may 
have a fair name to live. Seeing then that 
no man is saved unless he be regenerated, 
no man can be assured of his " calling and 
election" unless he be certain of his regenet 
ration. Salvation and thb new birtH| 

OR REGENERATION, ARE INSEPARABLY 
JOINED TOGETHER. Hs WHO IS CERTAIN 
OF THE LATTER, JfAY BE EQUALLY CER* 
TAIN OF THE FORMER. 
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We should give all prayerful diligen^e^ 
then, to '^mak^ our calling atid election 
«nre,** hj making our regeneration certain. 
To this all-important subject I desire to draw 
the read^*s attention. I purpose to consider 
it in the following order :-^ 
I* Its nature. 
II. Its necbssitt* 

III. Its &videkces« 

IV. Its means. 
V« Its blessikcib. 

To the consideration of the first head^ thb 
kature of reoeneratioNi I propose to 
derote the pages of this first chapter. 

Now, various terms are used in Sitariptura 
to d^ne it. It is spoken of as the receiving 
a new heart and a right spirit. It is tepte^ 
sented as a new creation — a renewal — con- 
version — a spiritual resurrectioni and a par-^ 
takii^ of die Divine nature^ It is set forth 
under so many figures and similitudes, that 
it seems to be well nigh impossible for any 
hcmest seeker after truth to deceive himself 
as to its nature. And yet it is to be feared, 
that many who do* not possess ita true marks 
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are deluding themselves with the persuasion 
that they are recipients of its privileges^ 
We must be careful then, in examining its 
nature, to notice, 

L What it is not. And, 11. What it i8« 
I. What regeneration is not. 
(1.) In the first place, we may notice, that 
it is not a physical ch^inge. It is a renewal 
— and a new creation — a man becomes a 
new creature. Old things pass away, and 
behold all things become new. And yet he 
is the same man as before. He is physically 
the same, though morally different* No 
physical change passes upon his natural be« 
ing or essence. He retains his identity* We 
are not to expect a transformation into a 
different character* Is a man impetuous? 
Conversion does not eradicate his impetu* 
osity, but turns its course into a well-regu- 
lated channel for the glory of God. Is he 
mild and amiable ? These qualities will shine 
forth in him with new and peculiar lustre^ 
and enable him more than others who are 
less favoured, to adorn the doctrine of God 
his Saviour in all things. He retains hia 
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natural gifts and powers, and physical pecu- 
liaritiesi The lamp is not broken ; no, nor 
yet removed, but a new and pure light is 
placed in it, Apollos, the eloquent natural 
man, becomes Apollos the eloquent Christian 
preacher. Paul, the vehement persecutor^ 
is changed into Paul the zealous worker# 
And Peter, once the impetuous fisherman, is 
aow Peter the fervent apostle. 

The newly converted man, therefore, should 
iiot be disheartened if he find he cannot, all 
M once, shake off his old habits and natural 
dispositions. The old man, though crucified 
within him, is not dead. The new man, the 
new creature, must contend for the mastery t 
and endeavour to bind *^ the old man*' hand and 
foot. It is by the successful contest with him 
—by daily « putting off concerning the former 
conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts/' that the 
believer gives evidence of his being renewed 
in the spirit of his mind, and that he has *' put 
on the new man, which, after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness." 
- (S.) Again, convietion is t3iOt conversion. 
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Many a man is aroused to consider his lattet 
end under some heavy chastisement^ or power- 
ful appeal to his conseience through the 
preached word, who gives no evidence of tru0 
conversion of heart. He writhes under the 
pain which the barbed arrow of truth has in- 
flicted upon his conscience. Tou will heal 
him continually speaking of the affliction, or 
alluding to the sermon. It dwells with him 
by day : it haunts him by night. It is a mes- 
sage from Qod to his soul 1 He is almost 
persuaded to be a Christian. But he cannot 
part with his right hand sin. He cannot give 
up his right eye iniquity. Corruption over- 
floods conviction, and he returns to his old 
ways, as ''a sow that is washed to her wallow- 
ing in the mire.'^ 

(3*) Neither is r^/oHTia/fon regeneration, nor 
of itself a proof of regeneration. With manyi 
conviction leads to reformation ; they break off 
some sins, to enjoy others with a less accusing 
andcondemningconscience. They try to cheat 
the Omniscient, like Ananias and Sappbiray 
and bring him part of the price only-*-a di- 
vided heaj:t. It is^ alaa ! » common delusion 
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with men to think when they have changed 
and bartered their sins, for others of a differ- 
ent hue, they have savingly reformed their 
lives. They forget that the tree itself re- 
mains as coiTupt as ever, whilst they are 
congratulating themselves at having lopped 
off a few of its rotten branches. 

Besides, men outgrow their sins, ** There 
are sins peculiar to such a state and season of 
a man's life, upon the altering of which they 
disappear.. The sins of youth drop off in 
declining age. This deceives many. When 
they look back upon those numberless vani- 
ties which they have forsaken and shaken ofl^ 
and find how deadened their hearts are to 
those sinful ways which before they delighted 
in, they conclude that this great change must 
proceed from true grace. Whereas, they do 
not leave their sins, but their sins leave them : 
the faculties of their souls, and the members 
of their bodies, which were before instnv> 
ments of sin unto imrighteousness, are blunt- 
ed and deadened. This maim of nature is far 
from regenerating grace." 

But we may go a step further. A general 
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reformation of the whole man may take place 
upon unsound principles, and therefore be 
no proof of regeneration. How much mo- 
rality does the general preaching of the gos- 
pel produce, where there is no evidence of a 
saving work of grace upon men's hearts ! 
How many hear and receive the word with 
gladness, and bring forth fruit — but no fruit 
to perfection! Tea, there are many who 
have so far refined and improved nature as to 
make it nearly resemble grace. Like St. 
Paul, in his unconverted state, as touching the 
law they seem to be blameless* And like the 
young man in the gospel their conduct is so 
morally pure, that the question '^ What lack I 
yet?" seems framed for their lips. And yet 
all this may take place^ and does in many 
appear, without saving grace* This reform- 
ation and beautifying of nature argues only 
what has been aptly termed, '^ a sweet dis- 
position, not a gracious heart.'* 

(4.) Again, Endowment with eminent gifts 
and common graces is not regeneration. 

These may be bestowed upon the worst of 
men* There is grace that renders a man 
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lovely in the sight of God : and there is grace 
that renders a man lovely in the eyes of men. 
Of both these) one and the same Spirit is the 
Author. In some, the Spirit sanctifies the 
heart; and^ in others, he only illuminates 
the head. Balaam was irradiated with the 
supernatural light of prophecy. Judas was 
dignified with the extraordinary ofiSce of the 
apostleship. The apostle Paul enumerates 
various gifts and graces, which a man may 
perchance possess without true conversion of 
heart, which always evidences itself in charity, 
or love. ** Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, and have not charity, 
I am become as sounding brass, or a timdil; 
cymbal. And though I have the gift of pro- 
phecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge, and though I have all faith, so 
that I could remove mountains, and have 
not charity, I am nothing. And though I 
bestow all my ^oods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing." 
Light to dive into the hidden mysteries of 
God's word; knowledge to understand the 
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whole scheme of goftpel salration ; eloquence 
tp speak with an angel's tongue the words of 
life ; charity to sacrifice one's earthly posses* 
sions for the good of others; zeal to embrace 
the fagot of persecution — all-«all these gifts 
prove nothing*— they may all exist and flourish 
in a maui without the possession of one spark 
of saving grace. 

And thus, we see^ regeneration is not 
proved by strong convictions of sin, hy 
reformation of character, nor by endowment 
vnth eminent gifts and common graces* And 
since you cannot prove by these marks that 
you are regenerated, you cannot therefore 
'^ make your calling and election sure " by them • 

II. — Let the reader then proceed diligently 
to examine himself by considering what 

REGENERATION IS. 

(1.) Man was ' created after the image of 
God — sin destroyed this image. Man was 
created the habitation of God — God reigned 
supremely in his heart — sin usurped his 
throne. Now regeneration is both a restoru" 
tion of the lost image u/pon^ and the lost supre* 
macgofGodin the soul of man. 
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The Holy Spirit, in regenerating the heart, 
makes '^a new creature in Christ Jesus/' 
which bears the impress of its Divine Author, 
He restores all those graces in the germ, 
which were first implanted in the heart of 
unfallen Adam: so that the apostle Peter 
tells us the regenerated are ** partakers of 
the Dirine nature/' There is a Diyine im- 
pression made upon the soul with which God 
has stamped it for his own, and by which the 
regenerated is assured of his restoration and 
salvation. ^^ The Spirit of adoption bears 
witness with his spirit that he is a child of 
God." There is no room for enthusiasm here. 
The image of God is portrayed in his word ; 
with that ^ believer compares the new 
creation work within him, and if they eorres^ 
pond with each other, he has *' the witness 
in himself,*' he makes his '^ calling and elec^ 
tion sure." 

, The lost supremacy of God in the soul is 
also restored. Satan took possession of the 
heart of man when Adam yielded to his 
temptation. In regeneration Jehovah re- 
turns to his usurped dweUing-place. The 
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strong man armed is bound and cast out 
for ever. The three Persons of the ever 
blessed Trinity reinhabit the heart, and con- 
vert it into a temple of the living God; as 
God has said, " I will dwell in them and walk 
in them/' 

A mighty revolution is thus effected in the 
heart — an emancipation from spiritual slavery 
— a freedom from the bondage of Satan — a 
translation from the kingdom of Satan into the 
kingdom of God*s dear Son. This regene- 
ration IS THE basis of THE BELIEVER'S AS- 
SURANCE OF SALVATION. It may be known. 
Its existence is doubtful where it is not known. 
There is no salvation without it; we must 
prove our title to heaven by it, according to 
the words of the apostle John, — *^ Hereby 
know we that we dwell in him, and he in 
us, because he hath given us of his Spirit." 
If you cannot satisfy your conscience as to 
your state by the first test of regeneration, 
the image of God portrayed upon the heart- 
hereby you can prove your ownself by con- 
sidering who, and what it is that fills, occu- 
pies, and engages it. If the Lord do not fill 
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it— ff He sit not upon its throne — if He do 
not dwell in it, if He be not your portion — 
and constrain you to say with the psalmist, 
"Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and there 
is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee,^ 
your calling and election are not sure. 

(2.) Again, regeneration is the implanting 
of holy principles in the heart. 

Till conversion by spiritual renewal t^es 
place, man is altogether wrong in principle. 
His conscience is darkened — ^his judgment 
corrupted. He is altogether out of the way. 
Like the prodigal son in a far country, he is 
beside himself. Nothing good can proceed 
from his corrupt heart. The fountain is im- 
pure, and nothing but impurity ascends from 
it. His most upright and honest action, 
springing from a wrong principle, is nothing 
better than a splendid sin. By regeneration 
his conscience is enlightened — his judgment 
corrected — his feet are turned into the paths 
of peace. All bis actions spring from new 
principles. " All things become new," says 
the apostle Paul. He breathes in a new moral 
atmosphere. He lives a new life. A new, 

c 
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and, heretofore, unknown impetus is given to 
his soul. A new world bursts upon him, and 
the language of his heart in all his thoughts, 
words, and actions, is the same : '* To me to 
live is Christ." By this mark you must ex- 
amine whether you are giving diligence to 
make your calling and election sure. If new 
and holy principles have not been implanted 
in your heart — if a radical change has not 
taken place in your motives of action, you 
have no scriptural evidence that you are re- 
generated — your calling and election are not 
sure. 

(3.) Once more, regeneration is ths im- 
parting of heavenly affections. 

Man was made a perfect lover of God. 
When sin entered his heart, enmity usurped 
the place of love. " The carnal mind," says 
St. Paul, " is enmity against God." Now 
there can be no salvation where this enmity 
exists. It cannot be removed but by renewal. 
Renewal restores love. The natural heart 
loves self, is pleased with self, and dotes upon 
self: the regenerated heart turns away with 
abhorrence from that which is so impure and 
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corrupt. The world has no charms for it. It 
loves not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world* Christ, and the things 
which are his, engage its affections. His 
Person, in all his offices of Prophet, Priest, 
and King, is to it the chiefest among ten 
thousand, and altogether lovely. His blood, 
which washes away all its sins ; his righteous- 
ness, which adorns it with transcendent 
beauty; his grace, which supplies all its 
wants ; his love, which is unquenchable ; his 
faithfulness, which is unchangeable; his 
kingdom, which is begun within it ; — these 
are the things which command its attention, 
and on which it centres its affections. On 
these it loves to dwell, and delights to expa- 
tiate. 

Give diligence to examine yoiu* title to 
heaven by this sure mark of regeneration. 
What change in your affections has taken 
place ? Have you experienced in your heart 
the revolutionary effects of the expulsive 
power of a new affection ? Has the world 
ceased to enslave it ? Have its riches, its 
honours, its pleasures, its smiles, lost their 

c 2 
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enchanting influence over you ? Has the 
current of your affections taken a new course ? 
Amid all your shortcomings, misgivings, and 
fears, can you with holy confidence appeal to 
the omniscience of Jesus, and say, in the worcls 
of the restored Peter, *' Lord, thou knowest 
all things, thou knowest that I love thee ?'* 

Unless there be a restoration of supreme 
affection to the Lord in the heart, there is no 
evidence of the saving work of grace, there 
is no proof of regeneration; your calling and 
election are not sure. 



CHAPTER II. 

TH£ NECESSITY OF REGENERATION. 

Why do so few individuals " give diligence 
to make their calling and election sure?" 
Simply because most men, without scriptural 
evidence as the basis of their confidence, 
have no apprehension of their final rejection. 
They live under the soporific and pleasing 
delusion, that *' diligence^ is not essential to 
their safely* They will not suffer themselves 
to entertain thoughts of danger. And yet^ 
strange as it may appear, whilst they settle 
down in this quiescent state, they condemn 
the doctrine of the saint's final perseverance 
as self-righteous presumption! 

It is this delusive confidence, this false se- 
curity, this unscriptural assurance, we wish 
to destroy. We are striving to make this 
undisturbed Dagon— *-this carnal assurance. 
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fall before the ark of God's truth. "We 
would place God*s word between the pillars 
of scepticism and carnal security^ and bring 
down this Babel temple of error. Not bring 
it down, indeed, so as to crush the soul ; no, 
nor yet so as to quench the smoking flax, or 
break the bruised reed, but to let in upon 
benighted minds the pure and saving light 
of the Sun of righteousness. 

Let us proceed then with our subject. In 
the last chapter we considered the nature of 
regeneration under two heads-^tc^ia^ it ia not, 
— *and, what it is. We noticed, that it is nat 
a physical change, that it is neither simply 
conviction, nor reformation, nor endowment 
with eminent gifts and common graces. But 
that it M a restoration of the lost image of 
God upon, and of His lost supremacy in, the 
soul : that it is also, the implanting of holy 
principles, and the imparting of heavenly 
affections. Without this change no man can 
make his calling and election sure, by scrip- 
tural evidence, to his own conscience. Its 
absolute necessity, for the soul's salvation, 
and consequently for the heart's assurance, 
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is the subject for our present investiga- 
tion. 

Now the NECESSITY OF REGENERATION 

appears from three considerations. Without 
it, 1. We have no capacity adapted for hea* 
ven. 2, We have no holiness of nature suited 
for it. And, 3. We have no saving union 
with Christ. 

I. We notice its necessity, in the first 
place, as arising from the fact, that without 
it, we have no capacity adapted for heaven. 

It is important to bear in mind, that death 
does not change the nature of the capacities 
of the soul, nor add to their number. It 
enlarges and perfects them, but it effects no 
change upon their nature. 

Many vainly imagine that at, in the article 
of, or immediately after death, some renewing 
change will take place upon their souls, which 
change they never experienced during their 
lives. No delusion is more fatal. When 
the frail tabernacle of dust is dissolved, the 
only change which passes upon the soul, is, 
that it instantly becomes capable of receiving 
deeper impressions of pleasure or of pain. 
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" Be not deceived : God is not mocked : for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh, shall 
of the flesh reap corruption ; but he that 
soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting," Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

Now, let us notice two of the capacities 
of the soul which will remain qfter death, 
the same in their nature as before ; viz., those 
of understanding and afiection. 

(1.) The capacity of the natural man's 
understanding proves that he is unfit for 
heaven. 

St. Paul speaks of the unregenerated as 
" having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart." He tells us also, 
that '' the natural man receiveth not the 
things of God : for they are foolishness unto 
him : neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned." We cannot 
imagine a state more awfully repulsive to 
God's holy mind, than that of a man who 
accounts the most marvellous display of his 
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wisdom as an exhibition of foolishness. But 
every unconverted man does so regard it, 
taid passes into eternity with the fullest per- 
suasion of its absurdity. " The preaching 
of the cross is to them that perish foolishness.** 
Now, we will imagine that an unregene- 
rated soul could find its way into the courts 
of heaven. Even there the wisdom of God 
displayed in all its infinite amplitude, would 
be still accounted foolishness. The unveiled 
scheme of the gospel salvation would call 
forth no admiration, no, nor even approba- 
tion. The doctrines of grace would be still 
despised as doctrines of licentiousness. Pre- 
destination, election, effectual calling, faith 
in a Redeemer's blood and righteousness, 
and the saint's final perseverance, coupled 
with man's free agency and moral responsi- 
bility, would be still reprobated as absurd 
theories. In the midst of palpable facts, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand wit- 
nesses to *' the wisdom of God and the 
power of God," the unregenerated man in 
heaven, would be an unconvinced and hard- 
ened infidel ! 
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Reader, examine closely your title to 
heaven, fie not satisfied with vague ideas, 
and general impressions of the gospel plan 
of salvation. See whether you understand 
it, and embrace it with an enlightened mind. 
If " the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, has not given unto you the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know- 
ledge of Him ; if the eyes of your under* 
standing be not enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of his inherit- 
ance in the saints, and what is the exceed- 
ing greatness of his power to usward who 
believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power ;" if you have not received, by 
the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost, 
" wisdom and spiritual understanding," your 
calling and election are not sure. 

(2.) The capacity of the natural man's 
affection, also, proves that he is unfit for 
heaven. 

*< The carnal mind," says St. Paul, "is 
enmity against God." This is the case in 
every state. Notwithstanding all the refine- 
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ments of moral philosophy, and the embel- 
lishment which nature receives from a direct 
and reflex influence of the gospel, this enmity 
remains until the heart is renewed. In some 
characters, indeed, it is scarcely perceptible. 
They are so amiable, so lovely, so upright, 
so religious. They will not allow» for one 
moment, the supposition that they can have 
any enmity against God. But I would 
simply ask such characters whether, as re<* 
spects the great Jehovah, the absence of 
love to Him does not argue the indwelling 
(though latent) of enmity ? If you love Him 
not, then hatred is the active, or dormant 
principle within. Now, if you say you have 
no enmity against Him, tell me what.evidence 
can you adduce that you love Him ? Behold ' 
the Father ! Do you so love Him because 
he flrst loved you, that you can, and do, give 
Him the full and overflowing heart of an 
adopted child ? Is his smile your highest 
ambition, your chiefest joy? What child- 
like influential affection do you bear to- 
wards Him ? Behold the Son — the Lord 
Jesus ! Has your heart ever been so affected 
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towards Him, that it is your earnest desire^ 
and constant prayer that He may reign over 
you ? Is He to you the chiefest among ten 
thousand and altogether lovely ? Say not 
your mind is not enmity against Him, if there 
be any divisions of heart towards Him, and 
Mammon estranges one pulse of affection 
from Him ! Behold also the Holy Ghost ! 
Tell me what enkindlings of holy love has 
His indwelling created towards Him ? Say 
not you have no enmity against Him, if you 
have never realised what the apostle Paul 
calls "the love of the Spirit," (Rom.xv.30;) 
"the fellowship of the Spirit," (PhU. ii. 1 ;) 
and "the communion of the Holy Ghost," 
{2 Cor. xiii. 14.) If it be your utmost en- 
deavour to stifle his gracious strugglings in 
your heart, how can you say you love Him ? 
And if you love Him not, in what way vnll 
you prove " that your carnal mind is not 
enmity against Him?^' 

But let us imagine, again, that a man 
could enter heaven in an unregenerated 
state. He would there appear with no love 
in his heart. He would find himself in the 
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presence of the Triune Jehovah, for whom he 
could feel no affection ! Like Lot's wife, he 
would be chilled under the immediate and 
full rays of Divine love. Whilst redeemed 
sinners, angels, and archangels, would be 
hymning the praises of Him. who sitteth upon 
the throne ; whilst the elders would hasten 
to cast their crowns before Him, to whom 
their hearts were already given ; whilst the 
whole choir of heaven would burst forth in one 
loud halleluiah of praise, his lips alone would 
be sealed, or move only to those words already 
framed for their use, " Rebuke thy disciples/' 
Take another view of affection. In the 
regions of bliss not only will God be loved 
v^th holy and undivided hearts, but reci- 
procal affection will fill the souls of all the 
redeemed. " The communion of saints," 
in which we profess our belief, begun on 
earth, will be carried on, and perfected in 
heaven. There is on earth a blessed union 
between all the members of the mystical 
body of Christ. " That they all may be 
one," was his prayer for them. This peti- 
tion will be answered in heaven to its fullest 
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meaning. Death, which dissevers the dear-* 
est ties of earth's relationships, only binds 
together in indissoluble oneness, the chords 
of the saints* union. These chords are not 
always visible to each other, though known 
to themselves. But still there is only " one 
body, and one Spirit, and they are called in 
one hope of their calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism ; one God, and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
them aW^ The apostle tells us also '*we 
have all drunk of the same Spirit." They are 
regenerated by the same Spirit, and united 
to the same body. This is the bond of their 
union. Now, when they shall meet before 
the throne, and recognize in each other " the 
image of the Lord, into which they have 
been changed from glory to glory, as by the 
Spirit of the Lord," — oh ! language will fail 
to describe the outgoings of their hearts to 
each other, the glowings of their reciprocal 
love! Joining wing to wing, and hand to 
hand, with one heart and voice, they will 
sing the praises of the Lamb, and "follow 
Him whithersoever he goeth." 
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What strangeness would the unregenerated 
man feel amid this loving multitude ! He 
would feel no union with them ; he would 
shun their company, and avoid their glance ; 
he would be a solitary being among myriads 
of happy spirits ; his heart would be estranged 
from them all ; he would have no desire to 
follow their steps, or to join in their songs of 
praise. Yes, an unconverted man in heaven, 
would tread its paved courts of love as a soli- 
tary foreigner ! He would find no home for 
his head, no rest for the sole of his foot- 
Without affinity, without attraction, he would 
roam as a wandering star among the bright 
constellations of glorified spirits. 

"Give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure," then, by well considering what 
are the objects of your affection. If your 
heart has not yet been turned from the world, 
to the Lord Himself and to his dear people, 
you have no evidence of being regenerated, 
and therefore no proof of your salvation. ** The 
world loves its own," says our Lord, and the 
people of Christ love their own. You may 
judge of your state by the character of your 
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chosen friends. Your companions bere^ will 
be your companions hereafter. If they be 
spiritually-minded, and you love them be* 
cause of the Spirit which is in them, you 
may look forward to enjoy their happy com- 
panionship in heaven ; but if they be of the 
world, and love the world, look to it — ^if you 
be not converted from the error of your 
wajrs, your soul will be gathered with them, 
they will be your companions in the abodes 
of darkness. Ob I it will be a terrible judg« 
ment, ever to be shut up with those whose 
friendship you wish to retain^ but whose end 
you dread to share. 

II. — The necessity of regeneration^, both 
for salvation and assurance^ appears also 
from the fact that unrenewed persons possess 
no holiness of nature suited for heaven. 

We need not stop to prove the doctrine of 
man's total depravity and utter corruption : 
it is held in the plainest terms by our 
Church, and appears upon the very surface 
of Scripture truth. ** In me,'* says St. Paul, 
" that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing." " The heart," we read again, " is 
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desperately wicked, and deceitful above all 
things." « There is no soundness in it." 

And yet heaven will not be opened to 
anything that defileth. Over its everlasting 
gates are inscribed the words, " Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord." But 
who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean ? *' Can the Ethiopian change his 
skin, or the leopard his spots?" Can the 
tree make itself good ? Can the fountain 
purify itself? Oh, no! He who com- 
manded light to shine out of darkness, 
and spake the worlds into being, must move 
upon the surface of man's natural corrup- 
tion, and bring forth a new creation of 
grace, — a holy birth from above must be 
vouchsafed, before the soul can hear, without 
dread, the words of the Most High, " Be ye 
holy, for I am holy." 

But, supposing for a moment, that the 
unregenerate man could be admitted into 
heaven, what capacity would he have for 
its holy enjoyments ? What communion 
could take place between Jehovah and his 
impure soul? What fellowship could exist 

D 
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between them? Would not every beam 
from those eyes which are as flaming fire 
add to his desire to find some hill to fall 
on him, some mountain to cover him ? 
What a perfect contrast would he present 
when compared with the holy beings before 
the throne! He would enjoy no union 
with them; he would be as distinct from 
them as darkness is from light. His pre* 
sence would be shunned; his approach would 
cast a dark shadow before him! He 
would find heaven to be no heaven to him ; 
all around him would be brightness and bliss, 
all within him darkness and misery. He 
would feel himself to be a foul blot upon 
the fair face of heaven; with the mark of 
the beast upon him, he would wander, like 
Cain, as a vagabond, and *' seek to go out 
from the presence of the Lord." 

It must appear as a palpable truth to 
every candid mind open to conviction, that 
there must be a fitness, an adaptation for 
heaven's enjoyments here, or there will be 
no partaking of them hereafter. Alas! that 
any who love not the ways of holiness on 
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earthy should be so deluded as to imagine 
they could enjoy the holiness of heaven. 
They who brutalize their faculties, and sen- 
sualize their affections, by selling themselves 
to sin, ** the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life," would find in the 
immediate presence of a holy God, nothing 
suited to their capacities, nothing congenial 
to their dispositions. Marvel not, then, that 
Christ, the Lord of heaven, who openeth and 
no man shutteth, and who shutteth and no 
man openeth," marvel not that He should 
say unto you, "Ye must be born again." 
After you leave this world no change will 
be effected in your nature. This life only 
is the time to give diligence. If you are 
slothful noWf if you postpone diligence 
until you enter upon eternity — one decree 
only will be heard throughout the bound- 
less expanse before you — " He that is 
unjust, let him be unjust still : and he that 
is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he 
that is righteous, let him be righteous still : 
and he that is holy, let him be holy still," 
Rev. xxii, 11. 

D 2 
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Ill, Once more, the necessity of regenera- 
tion appears likewise^ from the consideration 
that without it we have no saving union 
with Christ. 

All salvation centres in Christ. All grace 
is treasured up in Him. "It pleased the 
Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." 
" In Him is life," — all the spiritual life of 
redeemed sinners flows from their union with 
Him. This union, represented in Scripture 
under the strong figures of a vine and its 
branches, a body and its head, bride and 
bridegroom, insures pardon, righteousness, 
peace, and salvation. Where this union exists, 
there has been a reciprocal transfer of guilt and 
satisfaction, disobedience and righteousness, 
emptiness and fulness. All the wants of the 
sinner have been made over to Christy and 
all the completeness of Christ is made over 
to the sinner. " Ye are complete in Him, 
which is the Head," Col. ii. 10. 

Now, by nature, we have no union with 
Christ. Except, indeed, that secret union 
which exists between Christ and his members 
from all eternity, according to the terms of 
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the everlasting covenant. But as long as we 
remain in an unregenerate state, we have no 
actual union with Him. We are " alienated 
from Him," The hlood which He shed to 
cleanse from sin, is not applied, — the righ- 
teousness which He wrought out to clothe 
the: soul is not imputed, — ^the all-sanctifying 
grace which He purchased is not imparted, 
until the soul is united to Him by the 
Holy Spirit's regenerating power. All his 
sufferings, and all his work, and all his su£Si- 
ciency, save us not till we are thm, "by 
one Spirit, baptized into one body." 

Let us imagine then, once more, that an 
unregenerate soul could find its way into 
the courts of heaven. There, there is blessed 
and felt union from Jehovah on his throne, 
through the various grades of its celestial 
hierarchy, down to the lowest intelligence 
at his footstool. The bright and glorious 
image of Christ beams forth in every one af 
his ransomed members ; they shine like so 
many distinct and perfect mirrors, reflecting 
the likeness of Him in whom the Father *'is 
well pleased," and " whom all the angels 
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of God worship." They have drunk of his 
Spirit ; they have washed their robes, and 
made them white in his blood ; their souls are 
adorned with the beauteous garment of Him, 
" the Lord their righteousness." Though they 
were once, even as others, " without form 
and void," cast out in the open field of the 
world, to the loathing of their persons, their 
renown now goes forth, not only ** among 
the heathen,'^ but also among the armies of 
heaven, " for their beauty, for it is perfect 
through the Lord's comeliness which he puts 
upon them." The blessed Jesus sees in them 
the travail of his soul, and is satisfied ; he 
brings them into the King's palace, and pre- 
sents them before his throne, and methinks I 
hear him say, " Behold I, and the children 
which thou hast given me, are for signs and 
wonders." 

Now among this countless throngs we are 
supposing the unregenerate man to have 
intruded himself. But in what character 
does he appear? He is still in his sins. 
His fig-leaf righteousness is a sad contrast 
to the white robes of the true members of 
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Christ. He is void of all grace. His heart 
is insincere. He has no union with Christ, 
he has no union with his members. He 
moves in the mansions of bliss, a senseless 
spectator of others' happiness. Whilst all the 
chords of every heart are tuned in blissful and 
sympathetic harmony to Christ the Head, 
in whom they all meet, and find a common 
centre, his heart alone is discordant. The 
chords of his soul never having been attached 
to Christ, there is no sympathy between 
them. He is incased in himself. His affec- 
tions, once drawn out towards earthly objects, 
now wrap themselves up in his own bosom. No 
chord of gratitude and love vibrates to the Re- 
deemer's praise. Every eye sees in him the 
man who is "a thief and a robber," who, 
despising the door, had climbed up some 
other way into the fold. Unclothed amidst 
the white-robed multitude, he feels himself 
to be the man " without the wedding gar- 
ment." Every moment he dreads, and ex- 
pects to hear, the awful sentence pronounced 
from the throne, " Friend, how camest thou 
in hither ? Bind him hand and foot, and 
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take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness, where there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth," Matt. xxii. 11 — 14. 

Reader, ** give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure." Turn away your 
thoughts from all theological subtleties and 
doubtful interpretations, and ask yourself 
this simple question — " Have I been experi- 
mentally taught what union with Christ is ?" 
" Judge yourself, that you be not judged of 
the Lord." What evidence do you possess 
that he has united your soul to Himself, and 
made you one with Him? Does faith realize 
your union with Him ? Can you look upon 
Him as having received, and put away for ever, 
all your sins, and as having imputed to you 
his soul-adorning righteousness ? Does your 
soul repose itself in Him as its all in all ? Your 
calling and election cannot be made sure to 
your own heart, till you have experimental 
evidence that the Holy Spirit, by regenera- 
tion, has united your soul to Christ. To this 
point bend your prayerful consideration. 
Rest not satisfied with yourself till faith ap- 
prehends this union, and enables you to say. 
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with the apostle^ " I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me." Pray for this union- 
life. In vain will you plead your privileges, 
your frames, your feelings, your convictions, 
your amendments; in vain will you plead, 
in the last great day, your knowledge of 
what Christ suffered, and what he wrought 
out, what he purchased and what he bestowed ; 
in vain will you then plead that you were 
called by that name which is above every 
name, unless by spiritual regeneration you 
are made one with Him, a living member 
of his mystical body. Better, far better that 
you had never been born, and descended 
from the first Adam, if you be not born 
again, and united to the second Adam. 



CHAPTER III. 

EVIDENCES OF REGENERATION. 

"The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmameixt showeth his handy work." 
The wisdom which is infinite, the power 
which is omnipotent, and the goodness which 
is unfathomable, are traced in the footsteps 
of God. All the works of creation proclaim 
their great Original. They "praise thee, 
O Lord !*' Men are therefore, St. Paul tells 
us, " without excuse," if they close their 
eyes to the silent witnesses which surround 
them, and discover not in them God's "eter- 
nal power and Godhead," Rom. i. 20. 

And are not those men equally without 
excuse, and will not their mouth be equally 
stopped, and they become equally guilty 
before God, who give no diligence to dis- 
cover the marks and evidences of God's 
workmanship upon the soul? Creation is 
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but a vast platform on which grace might be 
exhibited. The work of grace exceeds in 
glory the work of creation. There is no 
attribute or perfection of God manifested in 
creation which does not shine forth with 
peculiar lustre in grace. He has not left 
Himself without vdtness in it. His " handy 
work" upon the souls of his people is not 
among " the secret things which belong unto 
Him" alone, but among ** those which belong 
unto us and to our children," unto all who 
are bom again, and made new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. So that we should not be 
satisfied with our state till we know, by 
blessed experience, that "the works of the 
Lord," in regenerating the heart, " are great, 
sought out of all them that have pleasure 
therein." 

It is all-important to discover, to " seek 
out," the marks which evidence the saving 
work of God upon the soul. A mistake here 
is fatal. For they who err seldom discover 
their mistake till it is too late to remedy the 
evil. Satan's sop of " Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace," brings more certain ruin 
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than his open assaults to lead men into sin. 
You have more to fear from false security 
than from reckless prodigality. The latter, 
like Rabshakeh before the walls of Jerusa- 
lem, openly avows its object; the former, 
like Delilah when she lulled Samson to fatal 
sleep upon her lap, conceals its design, whilst 
it accomplishes its purposes. " Verily, I 
say unto you, that the publicans and the 
hadots go into the kingdom of God" before 
the worldly-wise scribes, and the self-righ- 
teous and self-confident Pharisees. 

That God would not " leave himself with- 
out witness," without some evidence of the 
work of his grace upon the souls of his 
people, seems nothing but reasonable to 
suppose, merely upon the sound principles 
of analogy. But we are not left to* suppo- 
sition. Scripture is too explicit to suffer 
the shadow of a doubt to remain on the 
point. ** The Spirit of God," says the apostle 
Paul, " beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God." In the mouth 
of two witnesses shall every word be esta- 
blished, and here are two witnesses. One is 
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the Holy Spirit, by direct testimony; the 
other the spirit, or conscience of believers. 
These two witnesses bear a concurrent testi- 
mony ; and when this is the case, the be- 
Uever has evidence, that his calUng and elec 
tion are sure. 

" The Spirit of God bearing witness with 
our spirit, is a testimony to our regeneration 
and sonship, which, though felt^ cannot be 
explained. It is felt in its variations, — as 
sometimes stronger and more palpable, and 
at other times more feeble and less discern- 
ible. * As the heart knoweth its own bit- 
terness,' in like manner a stranger does not 
intermeddle with the joy communicated by 
this secret testimony to our spirits. Its 
reality is indicated in Scripture by such 
expressions as those of the Father and the 
Son coming unto us, and making their abode 
yn\h us ; Christ maa^if eating himself to us, 
and his supping with us ; his giving us the 
hidden manna, and the white ^^on^— denoting 
the communication to us of the knowledge 
of an acquittal from guilt, and a new name 
written, which no man knoweth saving he 
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that receiveth it. ' The love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us.' ^ He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness in him- 
self/ 1 John V. 10." 

Now, since no vdtness can be greater than 
God Himself to his own work, and the wit- 
ness here spoken of is God, no witness can 
be greater than this. The testimony which 
God thvA gives to his people of their sonship, 
is the greatest that can be given. Should 
any individual, theuj rest satisfied with the 
state of his soul, and imagine that his calling 
and election are sure, if he know nothing of 
this secret testimony of the Spirit with his 
spirit that he is a child of God ? 

But, as we have already noticed, there is 
a concurrent testimony. The Spirit wit- 
nesses with our spirit, ue., with the con- 
sciences of the regenerated. Thus the 
testimony of the Spirit is a co-mtnesa with 
our spirit. "What God has joined toge- 
ther" let us not attempt to put asunder. 
Enthusiasm may lead men to mistake the 
secret testimony of the Spirit; but there is 
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no room for delusion, if we join with it the 
marks laid down in Scripture, hy which the 
conscience bears a concurrent testimony, 
God thus enables us to ascertain our son- 
ship, by being conscious of, and discovering 
in ourselves, the true marks of a renewed 
state. 

In the former chapters we considered the 
nature and necessity of this change ; we no- 
ticed that its necessity appears from three 
considerations — that without it, first, we 
have no capacity adapted for heaven, by na- 
ture our understanding being darkened, and 
our affections carnalized ; secondly, we have 
no holiness of nature suited for heaven; 
and, thirdly, we have no saving union with 
Christ. I purpose to notice in this chapter, 

the MARKS OR EVIDENCES OF REGENERATION 

by which we may safely " make our calling 
and election sure." 

Regeneration evidences itself by a kind of 
spiritual reaction, by which the soul returns 
the grace it receives, in faith, hope, love, 
PRAYER, and PRAISE. These are five great 
marks by which the change may be known. 
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I. Faith. 

'* Without faith it is impossible to please 
God." " The carnal mind is enmity against 
God."* But " the Lord taketh pleasure 
in his people ;" therefore, his people have 
ceased to be carnally minded, and they 
exercise faith. On the behalf of Christ, 
He has given them to believe on Him. 
By the regenerating power of the Holy 
Ghost, they have obtained " precious faith, 
through the righteousness of God, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ." Thus faith is the 
gift of God: it does not grow upon the 
corrupt stock of nature. The faith which 
unconverted men exercise is nothing better 
than the assent of the understanding : it is 
based upon historical facts only ; it springs 
from unsound principles, and is therefore 
worthless in the sight of God : it is the effort 
of nature, not the reflex act of grace. 

We must be clear on this point ; for if a man 
could act saving faith without being renewed 
in the spirit of his mind, in what way will 
he discover whether the faith he exercises 
be true or false ? If all men be capable of 
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believing without the grace of God prevent- 
ing tliem, how will any know that the faith 
which they possess is evidence of their salva- 
tion ? Once let into your creed any measure 
of human sufficiency, to " will or to do," in 
the matter of salvation, and you at once 
lose all means of making your *' calling and 
election sure." 

But whej I am told by the Lord Jesus^ 
" No man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him," and I feel 
that my heart is drawn towards him, I carry 
about me evidence that the power of God 
is upon me, and I have a sure mark of my 
calling and election. And when I read that 
it was the Lord who opened the heart of 
Lydia, that she attended to the things which 
were spoken of Paul, and I discover that my 
heart has been unlocked, — that its seal of 
ignorance has been broken, and that I re- 
ceive with an enlightened understanding, and a 
warm affection, the things which Paul spake, 
not in the words which man's wisdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual ; — 

E 
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and when I read, moreover^ " Eye hath not 
seen^ nor ear heard^ neither have entered 
into the heart of man^ the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him/' and 
I can set to my seal that the apostle's words 
in the concluding sentence are true, " But 
God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God ;" — ^yrhen, I say, 
I can thiM believe, I know my faith is more 
than an effort of nature, and is therefore the 
gift of God, aad an infaUible mark by which 
I may make my ** calling and election sure." 

Now, this faith reveals its own existence 
by self-renouncing and Christ-confiding acts 
of the soul, and, when it is in full exercise, 
by the peace which it ensures. 

1. It shows itself, in the first instance, by 
self-renouncing and Christ-Confiding acts of 
the soul. Faith and self-sufficiency are op- 
posite terms. No sooner does the work , 
of regeneration take place, than the sinner 
begins to lose all confidence in the flesh. He 
is awakened to a true and lively sense of 
his sins, both original and actual. He becomes 
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sensibly and affectingly alive to the truth so 
clearly laid dovni by the apostle in the epistle 
to the Romans, ^* By the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in the sight of 
God." He begins to feel the burden of his 
corrupt nature, and to cry out in the words 
of St. Paul, **In my flesh there dwelleth 
no good thing." He renounces himself. 

Then he believes in Christ ; he looks wholly 
to him as his only Saviour; he reposes confi- 
dence in his active and passive obedience, — in 
his blood to wash out every stain of his soul, 
— ^in his righteousness to make him comely. 
He lives upon the supplies of grace which 
he receives out of his fulness. The apostle's 
words are adapted to the langusige of his 
heart, " I am crucified with Christ : never- 
theless I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me : and the life which I now live in the flesh, 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me." Christ 
becomes his ** wisdom, righteousness, sancti- 
fication, and redemption" — all in all. And 
when he is thus humbled and abased, set up 
and exalted, (humbled and abased in himself, 
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set up and exalted in Christ,) when he con- 
siders what he was in himself, and what he is 
made in Christ, and is constrained by a just 
view of the comparison to breathe forth the 
sentiments of an overflowing and grateful 
heart, in the words of the Baptist, "He must 
increase, and I must decrease ;*'-^I say, when 
a man is thus brought to exercise self- 
renouncing and Christ-confiding acts of 
faith, he possesses the marks within him, 
by which he can make his " calling and 
election sure;" for he has evidence of his 
regeneration according to those words of St. 
John : " Christ came to his own, and his 
own received him not. But tis many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name : which were bom, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God." John i. 11 — IS. 

Reader, does your conscience bear wit- 
ness to your sonship ? What proof do you 
possess that you are one of the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus? Has your 
confidence in the flesh been so broken down 
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as to make you feel that " no man can 
glory in the flesh ?" Have you ever been 
so alive to your danger, that Peter's cry 
has burst from your heart, ** Lord, save me, 
I perish ?" Ejiow you what it is to rea- 
lize the rescuing power of the Lord Jesus ? 
Has he stretched forth his hand and caught 
you in your sinking condition, and set your 
feet upon a rock ? Have you fled for refuge 
to lay bold upon die hope set before you ? 
Say not there is no danger — say not your 
calling and election are sure, if you have 
never been shown the deep abyss into which 
sin would hurry you, and if you have never 
realized the sustaining power of the everlast- 
ing arms of Christ outstretched beneath you. 
He may be safe who is not aware of his safety, 
but he cannot be safe whose eyes have never 
been opened to see his danger. Genuine faith, 
though small as a grain of mustard seed — the 
trembling hand that touches the hem of the 
Saviour's garment, indicates the existence of 
the principle of life. We do not despise the 
day of small things. He who hath begun 
the good work in any soul, will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ, Phil. i. 6. 
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But the man who continues to slumber in un- 
broken security — who has never been startled 
by the life-giving word of Christ, " Awake, 
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead," 
is like him of whom the wise man says, *^ Thou 
shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of 
the sea, or he that lieth upon the top of a 
mast.** And he who has been aroused to his 
danger, and shown the all-sufficiency of Christ, 
and has never renounced himself, and never 
looked to the blood and righteousness of Christ 
alone for salvation — how much soever he may 
professedly admire the scheme of salvation and 
the doctrines of grace — he is not regenerate 
— he has no living faith — his calling and elec- 
tion are not sure — ^he is like the antediluvi* 
ans, who beheld the ark, and dreamed of peace 
and safety, though they never entered it. 

2, Again, the faith which indicates a 
renewed state is, in proportion to its exer- 
cise, evidenced hy peace. 

Whatever be the boastings of the world, 
true and solid peace is not to be found in it. 
There is a noisy, babbling, shallow stream 
which flows through it, and which men call 
pleasure. But the river of peace flows 
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only at God's right hand^ and takes its 
rise in his covenant love. He prepares 
the soul for the enjoyment of this peace 
when he regenerates it, and unites it to 
Himself in Christ. " The fruit of the 
Spirit is peace;" which is received and en- 
joyed by faith. " Being justified by faith 
we have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." There is no peace to the soul 
till we are justified, there is no justification 
without faith, and there is no faith before 
regeneration. But when regeneration takes 
place, the principle of faith is imparted, 
justification is imputed and received by faith, 
and peace is secured. This peace is pecu- 
liarly the peace of faith — that peace which 
enters the soul by faith's reliance on a cove- 
nant God. Many are the afBictions of the 
righteous — many their trials and sorrows. 
But here is a secret spring of consolation, 
which rises up amid them all. The world 
cannot take it away. "Peace," said the 
Lord Jesus, " I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you: not as the world giveth 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be trou- 
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bled, neither let it be afraid." " These 
things," said he again, " have I spoken unto 
you, that in me ye might have peace," This 
is that peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, that serenity of soul, which it hath 
not entered into the heart of the natural 
man to conceive, and which i» not possible 
for even the spiritual man to utter. Waves 
and storms beat upon it, but they shake it 
not, for it is founded upon a rock — the 
Rock of Ages. It keepeth the hearts and 
minds of the regenerate, who stay them- 
selves upon God, in sickness and in health, 
in penury and in poverty, in life and in 
death. This peace — oh, nothing can destroy 
it ! It flows from the Redeemer's unfathom- 
able fulness. It may, like the ocean, be 
subject to variations. It ebbs and flows. 
But the world cannot take it away. Like 
the well of living water in the heart, it springs 
up into everlasting life. This peace — oh, 
it passeth all understanding ! You may tell 
me of the pleasure which wealth and honour 
would press into your cup, if you were 
to possess the kingdoms of the world and 
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the glory of them — you may tell me of the 
sublime gratifications which refined and en- 
larged thought brings in to the soul, from 
the wide fields of history, literature, science, 
and fiction. You may dig into the bowels 
» of the earth, and explore the heavens. But 
no peace will you find. Peace once dwelt in 
Paradise. But when sin entered the world, 
like Noah's dove, it found no abiding place, 
but in the ark. You may wander to and fro 
in the earth, but ere you find peace, you 
must follow it in its flight to the Ark. There 
it dwells. " In me,*' says Christ, " you shall 
have peace." In Him seek it ; and you will 
find a blessing more lasting than the rich 
man's wealth, and more desirable than the 
wise man's philosophy. The meanest saint 
will tell you, that " it passeth all under- 
standing." Noah enjoyed it in the ark, 
when the great waterfloods drowned the 
world. The three Hebrew believers en- 
joyed it when they walked imhurt in the 
fiery furnace. It descended with Daniel, 
and tarried all night with him in the lions' 
den. It tuned the harp of Paul and Silas 
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when they sang hymns in the gaol of Philippi. 
It shone in a ray of angelic glory upon the 
face of Stephen, when his enemies gnashed 
upon him with their teeth. 

What know you^ reader, of that faith 
which humhles the sinner, exalts the Saviour, 
and brings peace to the soul? Far he it 
from me to say you are not a child of God 
if this peace be not yours. Many live and 
pass into eternity "under the cloud," of 
whom we have reason to hope well. But it 
is clear, that he who enjoys this peace has a 
blessed testimony to his sonship, and he 
who does not enjoy it, is in want of that 
testimony. Your calling and election cannot 
be sure to your own conscience, and you 
cannot prove that your soul is in no danger, 
unless you have evidence of being justified 
by faith, and thus of having " peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

II. Hope. 

The next grace which I proposed to notice, 
as that by which we may make our calling 
and election sure, is Hope. Hope is a 
grace which exceeds faith in its actings. It 
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is founded upon it, but it goes beyond it. 
Faith embraces salvation, hope rejoices in it. 
Faith looks to the blood, embraces the right- 
eousness, and depends upon the grace of 
Christ. Hope exults in the sinless purity, 
the glorious perfection, and the fulness of 
grace which the soul possesses in him. Faith, 
if we may so speak, beholds the expiatory 
sacrifice made on the cross, and follows sin 
into and sees it buried in the grave. Hope 
has wings, and rises with Christ, and is " as 
ail anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, 
and which entereth into that within the veil, 
whither the Forerunner is for us entered, 
even Jesus," Heb. vi. 19. 

Now the unregenerate man, as we have 
already noticed, has no true faith; he is 
therefore destitute of this hope. The hope 
which he exercises is the expression of his 
wishes, not the actings of his faith. Ask 
him, and he cannot give you ^' a reason of 
the hope that is in him." He says, he hopes 
for mercy, he hopes for pardon, and he hopes 
for peace. But he is mistaken. His hopes 
are groundless. He has no scriptural hope. 
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because he has no faith. He should rather 
say, he wishes for mercy, he wishes for pardon, 
and he wishes for peace. Let us not deceive 
ourselves : the hope of the gospel is not an idle 
wish of the soul. If we call faith the cable, 
we may regard hope as the anchor of the 
soul. It takes firm hold of the Lord Jesus, 
and enables the soul to ride in peace, and 
triumph too, amid all the storms of life. It 
" maketh not ashamed," Rom. v. 5. It is 
the head-piece of the Christian's armour. It 
is that grace which enabled Paul to glory in 
his tribulations, and to take pleasure in his 
infirmities, that the power of Christ might rest 
upon him ; it is that grace which brings into 
the soul a foretaste of heavenly enjoyments, 
according to the words of St. Peter, " Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for you, who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation, 
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ready to be revealed in the last time, wherein 
ye greatly rejoice,** 1 Pet. i. 3 — 6. 

Have you experienced, reader, what it is 
to be " begotten again unto a lively hope ? " 
Have you entered by hope within the veil ? 
What evidence can you adduce that your 
faith and hope are in God ? If your hope go 
not beyond your faith, and enable you, in 
believing, to "rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory," how know you that, in 
receiving the end of your faith, you will 
receive the salvation of your soul? I do 
not say, you have no saving faith, if you ex- 
ercise no joyous hope; but I do say that, 
when faith and hope are so coupled together 
in Scripture, that the apostle unites " one 
faith " with " one hope of our calling," it will 
be very diflScult to prove that faith is yours, 
if hope be wanting. 



CHAPTER IV. 

EVIDENCES OF REGENERATION. 

" What shall be the sign that the Lord 
will heal me, and that I shall go up into the 
house of the Lord on the third day ?" said 
• Hezekiah to Isaiah, What shall be the sign 
unto me, enquired the weeping king, that the 
Lord will, in very deed, reverse the decree 
which has gone forth against me — " Set thine 
house in order ; for thou shalt die, and not 
live r 

How natural was the anxiety of the king 
of Judah ! We can enter into his feelings, 
and sympathize with him in his hopes and 
fears. We are all well assured thatif we were 
placed in similar circumstances, the same 
desire for a sign would take possession of our 
hearts. 

But though a decree hath gone forth from 
the supreme court of justice — " The soul 
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that sinnethy it shall die" — " Except ye re- 
pent ye shall likewise perish" — "Except a 
man be bom again he cannot see the king- 
dom of God" — in how few appears any 
anxiety, worthy to be compared with that 
evinced by the weeping king of Judah, to 
receive a sign that the decree has been re- 
scinded! What little diligence is generally 
given, to obtain from the Lord, that healing 
grace, and those marks of regeneration which 
evidence, that we shall " go up into the 
house of the Lord," and by which we may 
" make our calling and election sure ! " 

In the last chapter we noticed, that there 
are five great marks, or evidences, by which 
we may judge of our state in the sight of 
God. Two of these we considered — Faith 
and Hope. We noticed that true faith is 
a self-renouncing, Christ-confiding act of the 
soul, and brings " the peace of God which 
passeth all imderstanding" into it ; and that 
evangelical hope is based upon faith^ and 
goes beyond it. I trust the position was 
clearly established, that neither such faith 
nor such hope can be exercised by any effort of 
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nature, and that they are, consequently, sure 
and infallible marks of regeneration, and 
signs, by which we may safely make our 
" calling and election sure." 

The third mark or evidence — Love — ^forms 
the subject of this chapter. 

True love to God discovers itself to the 
soul by a threefold act. 1. Love to his 
Person. 2. Love to his word. 3. Love 
to his people. 

These marks are plainly laid down in 
Holy Scripture, and by them, taken toge- 
ther, we may ascertain whether we are, or 
are not, "renewed in the spirit of our mind." 
Let us notice, then, 

I. That hve to God's Person^ love to God 
Himself f is a mark of regeneration. 

Before any individual can love God, he 
must, 

1 . Know that God is a God of love. 

2. Know that the love of God is personal; 
and, 

3. Receive holy affections wherewith to 
love God. 

Let it not be thought that I am too parti*^ 
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cular in laying down these divisions and sub- 
divisions of our subject. It is only by ana- 
lyzing our hearts we can discover what is in 
them ; and we must proceed in the process 
of analyzation slowly, methodically, and step 
by step. 

1. Let us consider, then, this self-evident 

truth, that NO MAN CAN LOVE GoD UNLESS 
HE LOOKS UPON HIM AS THE GoD OF LOVE. 

God is love. This is his character. Love 
beams forth in his every attribute, in his 
every perfection, and in his every work. One 
great lesson is read to us in creation, in pro- 
vidence, in redemption — " God is love ! " 

But do the world generally regard Him in 
this character? Look at the heathen: they 
generally, we may say universally, know no- 
thing of God as the God of love. Their 
idea of the Supreme Being is, that He is 
the God of anger and wrath. They dread 
Him, but they do not love Him. The man 
who tortures his body for the sins of hid 
soul, and the woman who immolates the 
fruit of her womb to atone for her iniqui- 
ties, alike declare their notion that God is 
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not the God of love, but the God of cnielty# 
Such is the creed of degenerate man! such 
the feeling of the natural heart ! Here we 
see what the heart of man is when left to 
itself ; and by this criterion every unrenewed 
man should judge of himself. He cannot 
love Godr Instead of loving Him, he turns 
away from Him in fear and hatred : he ever 
shrinks from his presence, like fallen Adam 
in Paradise, and proves the truth of the 
words of the apostle — " The carnal mind is 
enmity against God." 

But let us come nearer home ; look at the 
great multitude of nominal Christians. Do 
they generally look upon God as the God of 
love ? They view Him through the light of 
revelation; and what do they discover of 
his character ? They admit, indeed, in gene* 
ral terms, the doctrine that He is love ; but if 
you analyze their feelings, you will discover 
they hold a creed but little removed from 
heathen theology. It cannot be otherwise, 
for all unrenewed men are alike by nature ; 
the same carnal mind dwells in them all. 
Some of the most learned of our critical 
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divines have given most distressing proof of 
their utter ignorance of the true character of 
God, They represent the atonement of Christ 
as the means of pacifying the wrath of God : 
they look upon the love of God to sinners as 
purchased by the blood of his Son. This is 
nothing better than heathenism gilded over 
with Christianity. It sullies the pure, holy, 
and lovely character of God : it sets Him 
forth not as the God of love, but as the God 
of retribution, — as the God of anger and 
wrath, and as such He cannot be loved. 

Now, as I have already hinted, one of the 
first marks of a true change of heart is a reve- 
lation, by the Holy Spirit, of the true and 
lovely character of the God of love. The 
Holy Spirit opens the eyes of the sinner to a 
scene which was exhibited to wondering an- 
gels before sin entered the world, or Adam 
walked in paradise. He takes him above 
Paul's third heaven, and brings him (if the 
expression be allowed) into the very presence- 
chamber of Jehovah : in other words, he re- 
veals to him the everlasting covenant of love, 
" ordered in all things and sure." He shows 
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him that^ ere man had raised his arm in rebel- 
lion against his Maker, the God of love had 
preordained a plan by which Satan has been 
spoiled of his goods, and ruined souls of men 
made heirs of eternal glory. I say the Holy 
Spirit opens the eyes of the regenerate sinner 
to the heart-affecting truth, that the death 
of the Lord Jesus on Calvary was not ordained 
to purchase the love of God, but to break down 
and remove the barrier of tin, and make a 
free and open channelyfor the full tide of God''» 
fathomless and eternal love to flow forth, for 
the salvation of his people. He shows him that 
the bowing of the Redeemer's head upon the 
cross, was a rending in twain of the thick 
and dense veil, by which »in shut out from 
man's benighted soul, the beams of that coun- 
tenance which always shone towards it with 
everlasting love. He opens out that wondrous 
truth, which the angels desire to look into, and 
which will form the theme of unceasing praise 
in the eternity of bliss—" God was in Christ 

RECONCILING THE WORLD UNTO HIMSELF." 

2. In addition to this revelation of the 
God of love, in the covenant of salvation, and 
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death of Christ, the Holy Spirit shows the 
regenerate man that he has an individual 
interest in the love of God, or, in other 

words, HE REVEALS TO HIM THAT THE LOVE 

OF God is personal. 

General impressions of the love of God 
do not affect the heart. That which is 
thought to be common or universal is little 
esteemed. The fullest conviction of the 
general or universal goodness of God fails 
■to impress the heart, and draw out its affec- 
tions. We may go one step further, and say, 
the assurance that God's love in redemp- 
tion is general to sinners, as such, may be 
held, and often is held, v^thout any constrain- 
ing love dwelling in the heart. It is indi- 
viduality — a personal interest in the love of 
God, which alone will enable me to respond 
to the apostle's grateful acknowledgment, 
" We love him, because he first loved us." 

The Holy Spirit only can reveal our indi- 
vidual interest in the love of God. It is 
self-evident we cannot love God till we know 
that he loves us ; and Scripture teaches us, 
we cannot know that he loves us till the 
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Holy Spirit witnesses it to our spirit ; and 
till we have received this witness^ we cannot 
^* make our calling and election sure.** t 
cannot love Ood as raj Father, unless I 
know that he is my Father ; and bow can 
I know thi», if he has not " sent forth the 
Spirit of bis Son into my heart, crying; 
Abba, Father?" To love God, whom you 
know not as your own God — when you 
know not whether be will hereafter say to 
you, " Come, ye blessed," or, ** Depart, ye 
cursed** — oh, this is impossible. Your love 
to HIM must flow from his realized love to 
YOU, and this realization cannot be expe- 
rienced but by the witnessing power of the 
regenerating Spirit. 

3. But, thirdly, we must not omit the 
immediate agency of the Holy Spirit in 

IMPLANTING HOLY AFFECTIONS. Without 

this nothing is done. The natural heart Is 
ihcapable of loving God. Sin has not only 
marred, but destroyed the very principle of 
holy love. It has plucked it up by the roots, 
and planted in its stead ** enmity against 
God/* 'Nothing vdll restore this love but 
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the immediate operation of the Holy Spirit. 
Though God should display Himself in all 
his Divine perfections, in all the loveliness 
of his character, to the unregenerate man ; 
though he should declare unto him that he 
has a special interest in his love, still he 
would be unable to love Him, until he re- 
ceived a new heart and a right spirit, with 
new and holy affections. The natural heart 
IS proof against all the attractiveness both 
of the character and work of God, What 
Job says of the heart of leviathan we may 
say of this leviathan, the heart of every 
unrenewed man — " It is as firm as a stone, 
yea, as hard as a piece of the nether mill- 
stone,*' It closes itself against every mani- 
festation of love, and sees in Him who is 
"altogether lovely, and the ehiefest among 
ten thousand," *' no form or comeliness, no 
beauty that it should desire him." And it is 
not until the Lord fulfils his promise to his 
people, which is written in the book of the 
prophet Ezekiel, " I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an 
heart of fiesh ; and I will put my Spirit within 
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you ;*• — it is not until then " the cords of a 
man and the bands of love " draw out holy 
affections to Jehovah;'- it is not until then 
there can be any reflex act of love, or the 
captive of love be enabled to appeal to the 
omniscience of the Lord, in the words of the 
restored Peter, " Lord, thou knowest all 
things ; thou knowest that I love thee." 

" The fruit of the Spirit is love," and 
*' the carnal mind is enmity against God." 
Let every one judge himself, that he be not 
judged of the Lord, whether enmity or love 
be the reigning principle of his heart. If 
you love the Lord, you have had revealed 
to you, by the Holy Spirit, the beauty of 
his Person, and the loveliness of hi? cha- 
racter. You have discovered also, the won* 
derful adaptation of the work of redemption, 
the covenant of the Triune Jehovah, to 
your numberless necessities. A change in 
your mode of thinking and acting towards 
Him has passed upon you. He is pre* 
sent in all your thoughts. You see his love 
to you in his every dispensation of provi- 
dence and grace. Your love to him is the 
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constraining and moving principle of youi^ 
soul. Yes ! if you have received a new 
heart, that heart is endued with fibres of 
holy affection, all of which find a common 
centre in God, who is Love, and enable you 
to enjoy a foretaste of the fulness of that 
bliss which his people shall hereafter possess, 
when not one thought shall stray from its 
path, and come short of Him. 

II. Another mark of love to God is love 
FOR HIS word. 

The word of God is the revelation of his 
heart — the unfolding of his mind — the legi- 
ble impression of his will. If we love God 
Himself, we love all that is in his heart — ^his 
mind, his will, so far as they are revealed to us. 
His works and his word — his works in crea- 
tion, providence, and redemption — his words 
of doctrine, promise, and precept— are the 
revelations of the thoughts of his heart. The 
foolish heart of all unconverted men is so 
darkened, that they do not apprehend God, 
as they ought, either in creation or in grace. 
They glorify Him not as God, neither are 
thankful. The end of all things in creation 
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is missed by them: they see not that they 
were created by him, and /or him, who is the 
image of the invisible God. They come short 
of the truth in Revelation^ that " the testi- 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 

Now the Holy Spirit, who inspired holy 
men of old to write the Scriptures, when he 
converts the soul, does at the same time 
enlighten the mind to understand, and open 
the heart to receive and embrace them. 
The grace of God implanted in the hearts 
of the regenerate sympathizes (if we may 
use the expression) with the grace revealed 
in the Word. The same Spirit which breathed 
inspired truth into the souls of prophets, 
evangelists, and apostles, writes the law of 
God upon the hearts of his people. One 
of the strongest marks, therefore, both of 
regeneration and true love to God, is love 
for his Word ; but not simply a respect and 
admiration for it in general ; no, nor a liking 
for particular doctrines and precepts, to the 
exclusion of others ; but a love for it as a 
whole, as the fully developed and opened out 
heart of the God of love, for the guidance 
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and salvation of fallen man. Many go great 
lengths in their fondness for the Bible ; they 
seem to run well ; but, alas ! some doctrine, 
some promise, some command, or some say- 
ing, is loo hard for them to hear, their heart 
turns against it ; and thus they prove, that 
the Spirit which inspired it does not dwell in 
them, and that they have reason to conclude 
their "calling and election are not sure," 
according to those words of the psalmist, 
" Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have 
respect unto all thy commandments." 

It is this division of heart respecting the 
whole developed mind of God in his Word, 
which proves the want of true conversion in 
the greater number of professing Christians. 
We do not say that it is essential to our son- 
ship, that we can understand all the doctrines^ 
all the truths, all the mysteries of that Word. 
If that were the case, even a Peter would 
have reason to fear; for he, though an 
apostle, declared that it contains some things 
hard to be understood. It contains milk for 
babes, and strong meat for men. But what 
I would press upon your conscience is this. 
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that if you reject any truth so plainly re- 
vealed in the word of God that a wayfiaring 
man, though a fool, cannot err therein, you 
may write over that truth these words'—" This 
proves my carnal enmity against God." That 
truth weighs you in the balances, and finds 
you wanting. I say, when a man turns over 
the pages of his Bible, and in one place 
rejects a doctrine, in another despises a 
promise, and in a third dislikes a command* 
it is very difficult for such an one to prove 
that he " delights," as St. Paul did, " in the 
law of God after the inward man ;" it is very 
difficult for such an one to prove, that he loves 
God at all, and equally difficult for him to 
" make his caUing and election sure.*' 

And if these things be so, — if we are com- 
pelled, by the verity of truth, thus to sift 
the greater number of Bible readers, and 
professed Bible admirers and Bible followers, 
•—what awful delusion are those men read- 
ing to themselves, who are pleased with the 
notion that they love God, whilst they sel- 
dom or never read his Word. The effect of 
true love to God is seen in the words of the 
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psalmist—" Thy word have I hid" (as a trea- 
sure) "in my hearty that I might not sin 
against thee." You, ye unconverted men, 
hide God's word in any place rather than 
in your hearts. Instead of your being ena- 
bled to say with the psalmist, again, " Thy 
testimonies have I taken as an heritage for 
ever, for they are the rejoicing of my heart," 
you find nothing but a barren wilderness in 
those testimonies ; and when they are applied 
to your conscience, they do not rejoice — they 
sadden your heart. Instead of your taking 
the word of the Lord for your every day 
lamp to your feet, and your every day light 
unto your path, you choose rather to grope 
your way and stumble in the dark, uncertain 
as to the path you are taking, yea, doubtful 
as to the very next step you may make, 
whether it will introduce you to the God of 
love, or plunge you for ever among those 
who blaspheme his name. What ! can you 
love God, and yet live in careless indiffer- 
ence as to whither the road leads in which 
you are hurrying? What! love God, and 
neglect the only safe lamp to your feet, the 



7g EVIDENCES OF REGENERATION. 

only true light in this benighted world which 
can guide you to Him ? " Behold, all ye that 
kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about 
with sparks : walk in the light of your fire, 
and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This 
shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie 
down in sorrow.*' Be not deceived: the 
Holy Spirit dwelling in the heart imparte 
an inexpressible delight in the Word of God. 
Love to God must be accompanied by love 
for his Word. If, therefore, it do not dwell 
in your heart, and do not find a lodgment 
there in its warmest affections ; if it be not 
the cherished regulator of the whole man, 
you cannot prove that He who inspired its 
pages has regenerated you, and cast you into 
the mould of its truths; your calling and 
election are not sure ; the words of the Lord 
Jesus testify against you — **If a man love 
me, he will keep my words." " He that 
loveth me not, keepeth not my sayings." 

III. The other mark which I proposed to 
notice as evidence of love to God, is love 

FOR HIS PEOPLE. 

The world do not love the children of Go4 
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as such. They may, and often do, esteem, 
and even love much that is in them; but 
they do not love the image of God in them ; 
they do not love them simply because they 
are children of God. "If ye were of the 
world," says our Lord to his followers, *' the 
world would love his own: but because ye 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you," Just in the proportion that the chil- 
dren of God resemble their Divine Model, 
they are sure to meet with the carnal enmity 
which he endured. "Remember," said he, 
" the word that I said unto you, the servant 
is not greater than his Lord." We cannot 
escape from the conclusion, then, that if we 
love the world, and the world love us, we are 
of the world, and not the followers of Christ. 
But, on the contrary, if we love the chil- 
dren of God as such ; if we love them uni- 
versally because they are childr en y.hecaxise 
we discover in them some lines of the image 
of God traced upon their souls, then we 
have evidence of our sonship. The apostle 
John, in his first epistle, is explicit on this 
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point : " Whosoever believe th that Jesus is 
the Christ is bom of God: and every one 
that loveth Him that begat^ hveth him also 
that is begotten of Him.*' " We know we 
have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren" Indeed, love to God and 
love to his people, are so blended together, 
that they bear reciprocal evidence to the 
existence of each other in the heart. For 
not only does St. John tell us, " Every one 
that loveth Him that begat, loveth him also 
that is begotten of Him,'* but he adds, in the 
next verse, " By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God, and 
keep his commandments." 

And now, let the reader deal faithfully 
with himself, and examine himself whether 
he does truly love Ihe people of God, and 
can thereby prove himself to be regenerate. 
Are the children of God, or the men of the 
world, your sought-out and chosen com- 
panions? Are the meek, the despised, the 
calumniated followers of Christ your friends ? 
Are their society, their conversation, their 
pursuits such as you delight in ? Does your 
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heart expand, and embrace them all in its 
affection ? Wherever you meet with them 
do you recognise in them your brethren, the 
members of that family to which you be- 
long ? Can you take sweet counsel with 
them? Have you an experimental convic- 
tion of the reality, and blessedness of " the 
communion of saints?" If you are born 
into the family of God, you are seeking the 
welfare of the members of that family. Now, 
is it your heart's desire and prayer to God 
for them that they might be saved ? Can you 
enter into the feelings of th^ apostle when 
he said, " I endure all things for the elect's 
sake, that they may also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory?" 
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CHAPTER V. 

EVIDENCES OF REGENERATION. 

Three marks, or evidences of regeneration, 
have already come under our consideration. 
In the last chapter, that of love formed the 
subject of our investigation. We noticed 
respecting it, that it discovers itself to the 
soul by a three-fold act — love to God's Person, 
love for his Word, and love for his people. 
These marks of love evidence the existence 
of that new and holy principle of life which 
the Holy Spirit implants in the heart of the 
regenerate. If either of them be wanting in 
us, our regeneration is not certain, our call- 
ing and election are not sure. 

We now proceed to notice the two re- 
maining marks — prayer and praise. 

I. Observe then, in the first place, that 

TRUE PRAYER IS A PLAIN MARK AND SURE 
EVIDENCE OF REGENERATION. 
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Prayer may be defined as the native 
language of the child of God. It is the 
exercise of its spiritual articulation. God^ 
by the mouth of his prophet Zechariah, has 
united *'the spirit of ^rrace" with the "spirit 
of stipplication" Prayer is but the breath- 
ing forth of that grace v^rhich is breathed into 
the soul by the Holy Spirit. When God 
breathed into man the breath of life, he 
became a living soul : so when God breathes 
into the new creature the breath of spiritual 
life, it becomes a praying soul. ** Behold 
he prayeth," said the Lord to Ananias, to 
convince him that Paul was a chosen vessel 
of grace. The praying of the spiritual crea- 
ture may be likened, in some respects, to 
the crying of the natural. The child is not 
taught by art to cry, but by nature ; it cries 
from its birth. Praying is not a lesson taught 
by forms and rules of art ; it flows spontane- 
ously from principles of new life. When 
any one is brought from the kingdom of 
Satan into the kingdom of God's dear Son, 
he must necessarily pray. No sooner does the 
new creature in Christ Jesus begin to breathe 
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in the atmosphere of grace, than it evidences 
its own existence by its cries. " Because ye 
are sons/' says St. Paul to the Galatian Chris- 
tiansy *' God hath sent forth the Spirit of. his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.*' 

Now true and spiritual prayer may be 
known by its three-fold act — confession of 
sin, consecration of the soul to the Lordj and 
commtmion with him. 

1. True prayer, which evidences rege- 
neration, SHOWS ITSELF BY CONFESSION OF 
SIN. 

One of the first efibrts of the new-bom 
soul is to unburden itself. Its heaviest bur- 
den is sin. This it takes to the Lord in 
prayer, 

(L) Freely, without compulsion. Prayer 
is the channel through which godly sorrow 
pours forth itself. In the renewed heart 
this channel is thrown open with all eager- 
ness. It is not upon the rack of a condemn- 
ing conscience man makes a free confession 
of sin; it is neither pain nor fear which 
leads him to ask God to come into his heart, 
and walk through its chambers of imagery. 
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The unregenerate man, if he confess his 
sins at aU, does so from compulsion. He 
does not willingly throw open the door of 
his hearty and expose all that is within it to 
the full gaze of a holy God. It is a con- 
sciousness of forgiveness, the exercise of faith 
and hope, and the constraining influence of 
love, which bid prayer rise up, and invite 
the Lord to a strict scrutiny of the soul, and 
enable the sinner to say, in the words of the 
psalmist, '^ Examine me, O Lord, and prove 
me : try my reins and my heart." 

(S.) Again, the new-born soul takes its 
burden of sin to the Lord fully ^ without 
reserve. It hates every evil way of hypocri- 
tical cloaking. It has nothing to keep back, 
like Ananias and Sapphira, who lied to the 
Holy Ghost : it desires to bring all its sii^s, 
individually and collectively, and place them 
at the feet of the Redeemer. True prayer 
crucifies hypocrisy, unmasks sin of all its 
plausible innocency, and lays bare the heart 
to God. Unconverted souls strive to quiet 
conscience by a general confession of sin. 
They carefully abstain from bringing their 
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Sins one by one to the foot of the cross. 
They shrink from all particularizing. They 
will join in the confession^ " We are miser-* 
able sinners; we have done those tilings 
which we ought not to have done, and left 
undone those things which we ought to have 
done ;" and for form's sake, without attach- 
ing the true meaning to the words, they will 
add, " And there is no health in us." But 
in their closets, when they are alone with 
God, oh! like Agag before Samuel, their 
sins come delicately before God; — they know 
nothing of pouring out their hearts till no 
sin remains unwittingly unconfessed ; — they 
know nothing of bringing out of their secret 
lurking-places those canker sins of evil 
thoughts and corrupt affections which defile 
the man. They are utter strangers to that 
spirit of David, which marks the truly con-- 
verted soul — " I acknowledged my sin unto 
thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid* I 
said, I will confess my transgressions imto 
the Lord ; and thou forgavest the iniquity of 
my sin." 

•* He that covereth his sins shall not pros- 
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per," says the wise man. How can he pros- 
per ? He needs no further proof that his 
heart is not right in the sight of God* Love 
to Him cannot reign in his heart, for if it 
did, he would desire that all enemies to Him 
should be discovered, brought forth, and 
slain before Him. Oh no ! You can have 
no sure evidences of regeneration, no safe 
grounds for presuming that your calling and 
election are sure, unless you are constrained 
to confess jo\aAi\j& freely without compulsion^ 
fully without reserve^ and enabled to pray in 
the spirit of the psalmist, " Search me> O 
God, and know my heart ; try me and know 
my thoughts : and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting." 

2. True prayer, which evidences regene- 
ration, shows itself, also, by the consecra- 
tion OF THE 80UI« TO THE LoRD. 

Every act of true prayer is a fresh act of 
self-dedication. It is not always expressed, 
but the principle is always in exercise. The 
Lord has given us the cords of promise by 
which he graciously allows the praying soul 
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to bind Him — such as he allowed Moses to 
use, when he stood in the gap and suffered 
not the wrath of God to pour destruction 
upon Israel; and such as he allowed Jacob, 
when he wrestled with him at Peniel, and as 
a prince to have power with God and prevail. 
All his promises are binding to Himself — ^in 
Christ Jesus they are all yea, and in him 
amen. Prayer is the laying hold of these 
promises, and by them of God Himself — ^it 
is a wrestling with Him in that strei^h which 
he imparts-it is the cry which his grace 
draws forth from the soul — ** I will not let 
thee go, except thou bless me.'* ** Remem- 
ber thy word, upon which thou hast caused 
me to hope/* 

Now, we must not hope thus to bind the 
Ood c^ promise, in prayer, whilst we leave 
ourselves free. The praying soid pledges 
itself in every acceptable petition. Does it 
plead the promise, and ask for *' a new heart 
and a right spirit ?** It pledges itself to give 
that heart to the Lord. Does it pray, *' Draw 
me?** It pledges itself in the words, "We 
will run after thee." Does it pray, " Give 
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me understanding?" It adds the vow, **I 
shall keep thy law ; yea, I shall keep it with 
my whole heart." There is a corresponding 
pledge to each petition of true prayer, if not 
expressed, at least, given in spirit. The soul 
promises to use the functions, pledges itself 
to exercise the grace, and to put forth the 
strength for which it prays. What ! think 
you that that is true prayer which contains 
no surrender, no dedication, no pledge of the 
soul ? Can that be true prayer for pardon, 
when a man holds back some darling sin, in 
which he intends to indulge himself? Can 
that be true prayer for a new heart, and holy 
affections, when a man reserves to himself 
some ungodly pleasure which he still purposes 
to seek, when he spares some idol in his heart, 
which he will not cease to worship ? Oh no! 
true and acceptable prayer, that prayer which 
marks the converted man, and by which we 
may make our calling and election sure, binds 
over the soul to the Lord — it is as those 
-cords wherewith Abraham bound his beloved 
Isaac, when he surrendered him upon the 
altar on Moimt Moriah. 



go EVIDENCES OF REGENERATION. 

What does the reader know of this self*- 
dedication, this binding of the soul in prayer ? 
Have you in prayer presented yourself as a 
living sacrifice unto the Lord? Think not 
that you have ever truly prayed, unless you 
know something of this self-consecration to 
His will and service. 

3. Once more, true prayer, which evi- 
dences regeneration, shows itself by the 
soul's communion with God. 

Communion with God is two-fold — the 
imparting of the Divine presence, and the 
realization of that presence by the believer. 
Prayer is the outgoing of the soul in this com* 
munion. Nothing is more delightful to the 
soul than its communion with its God. This 
communion with God is not simply meditation 
upon Him. It is the enjoyment of His pre- 
sence. It is that blessed fellowship of which 
St. John speaks, when he says, ^^ Truly our 
FELLOWSHIP is with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ." This blessing follows 
upon, yea accompanies, and is therefore se- 
cured by, regeneration. It is when the Holy 
Spirit produces this great change, and dwells 
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with and in his people, that He enables them to 
realize the fulfilment of the promise of Christ, 
" If a man love me, he will keep my words : 
and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him.** 
Regeneration is accompanied by no less a 
blessing than the indwelling of the Triune 
Jehovah in the heart. The Lord imparts 
his grace and fulness to the soul, and the 
soul by a kind of spiritual reaction, returns 
the grace He gives, in faith, in love, in prayer, 
and in praise. This is the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost. This the communion of saints 
with God. Jesus sups with them, and they 
with him. God dwells in them, and walks 
in them. He is their God> and they are his 
people. 

Since God thus dwells with, and in his 
people, and communicates his grace and pre* 
sence to them, their thoughts are continually 
turned towards Him, He is in their hearts, 
and, therefore, in their thoughts. They 
realize his presence as that of their bosom 
Friend, and to Him they spontaneously turn 
in their trouble, and make known all their 
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wants* Their communion with Him is con* 
tinual: it may for a short season be inter- 
rupted in its realization, but it can never be 
cut off. The well of water, the fountain of 
life, springs up in them into everlasting life* 
The Lord never leaves them nor forsakes 
them. This thej know. This they feel. 
The influence of his divine presence pervades 
them. Nothing can destroy it. Though they 
may be thrown into the distracting whirlpool 
of political duties, or plunged into the impe* 
tuous torrent of the battle-field, or immersed 
in the no less absorbing stream of a mercan- 
tile life, their hearts are FixED,-*^ver 
true to God, as the magnetic needle is true 
to its pole. It requires no effort for th^n 
to turn to God in prayer. He is in their 
hearts : present in their busiest thoughts ; 
within them at the most critical moment, 
and dangerous crisis. They are never at a 
loss for a Counsellor, Friend, Protector, or 
Guide. In a moment they retire within 
themselves, and hold communion with their 
God. Ere thought has clothed itself with 
words, they, like Nehemiah before his king. 
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have lifted up their hearty and ^* prayed to 
the God of heaven," Neh. ii, 2, 4. 

Now, it is very difficult to believe that that 
man can be converted to God, who is a 
stranger to this heart communion with the 
indwelling Jehovah. If a man be satisfied 
with the formal routine of private, family, 
and public worship, and knows nothing of 
this holy friendship and fellowship with 
God, I know not how he will prove his 
regeneration, or in what way make his call- 
ing and election sure. 

And if these things be so, what strange 
delusion must have taken possession of those 
individuals who, though neglecting private and 
family devotion, dream of peace and safety ! 
Alas ! the man who is prayerless is also Christ- 
less, and therefore without God and without 
hope in the world. He is walking upon the 
crusted surface of a burning volcano: in 
any moment the eruption of righteous judg- 
ment may overwhelm him. A prayerless 
man !— -oh ! he is a wonder to the angels in 
heaven ! A dumb spirit possesses him ! Like 
the unfeeling rock in the vdldemess, the sun 
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shines upon him^ the dew of heaven falls 
upon him in vain : yea^ that rock condemns 
him, for it yielded obedience to the rod 
of Moses ; but his heart is alike insensible 
to the rod of the law and the promises of the 
gospel. He is spiritually dead. We can 
find but one fit companion for him, — that 
in the person of the proud Nebuchadnez- 
zar^ when his heart was changed from that 
of a man, and a beast's heart was given him ! 
And what can we say of those persons, who, 
professing the name of Christ, banish him 
from their family hearths ? What proof have 
you that the love of Christ constrains you, if 
business or pleasure excludes him from your 
family ? You can unite in every employ- 
ment, and join in every engagement, but 
one! You entertain in your family circle, 
you invite to your family hearth, every friend 
but one. You profess his name ; you wear 
the honourable badge of discipleship ; he has 
given you your children; he has blessed 
your store; he has spread your table; and 
yet you have not invited him into your 
family ; ingratitude or shame closes the door 
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against him. Oh, ye prayerless families, no 
longer call yourselves the disciples of Jesus I 
Take any other name upon you but that of 
Christians ! Take the name of Socrates or 
Seneca, but no longer profess the name of 
Christ. He does not own you ; he will not 
acknowledge you as his. You will not have 
him to reign over you : how, then, will you 
prove that you are his regenerate servants, 
and that your calling and election are sure ? 
Again, if we have rightly described true 
prayer as confession of sin, consecration of 
the heart to the Lord, and communion with 
him, what are we to think of those indivi- 
duals, whose habitual conduct proves, that 
public confession of sins forms no part of 
their religion? Can they come up to the 
temple of God to pray, when they prac- 
tically declare, in the true spirit of the 
Pharisee, that they thank God they are not 
as other men are, who have need to confess 
their sins ? We cannot but feel persuaded 
that, if their hearts were " right in the sight 
of the Lord," they would enter the courts of 
the Lord's house in due time, to kneel by the 
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side of the publican, who smites upon his 
breast, and cries, ** God be merciful to me, 
the sinner.'* 

And can we charitably hope, where there 
are the gazing eye, the listless attention, the 
careless behaviour, and the undevout posture 
in public worship, that these proceed from 
persons who are truly regenerate ? — can we 
believe that when a man is too proud, too 
indolent, or too thoughtless, to bend the knee 
with his fellow-sinners before the throne of 
grace ; — can we hope tliat such a man is con- 
verted, that grace has taken possession of his 
heart, that *^ the spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion" has been breathed into his soul ? How 
little does his conduct indicate, that he is con- 
fessing any sins over which he has shed the 
tears of contrition ; that he is consecrating 
his heart anew to God ; that he is wrestling 
with Him in prayer, and taking heaven with 
holy violence ; that he is drawing near to 
God, and holding communion with Him! 
What marks does such an one possess, that he 
is regenerate, and that his calling and election 
are sure ? 
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. II. The fifth and last mark which I pro- 
posed to notice as an evidence of regeneration 

is PRAISE* 

Man's heart, as it was created, may be 
compared to a harp, with all its chords both 
strung and in tone* Every breath of bless- 
ing from the Lord fell upon nicely strung 
chords, which vibrated in notes of praise. Sin 
not only untuned, and unstrung this harp, it 
snapped all its chords asunder, and deprived 
it of all capability of giving forth one note of 
holy praise. The Holy Spirit, by regenera- 
tion, renews the heart— restrings and retunes^ 
the harp, and restores to it its lost powers 
of vibration. Yes I no sooner does the soul 
discover its spiritual emancipation from Sa- 
tan's hard bondage, than it begins to feel a 
Aew principle of thankfulness moving within 
it. Praise ascends not only for creation, pre- 
servation, and all the blessings of this life ; 
but as the JEolian harp echoes the music of 
the winds, so the chords of the heaven-strung 
heart of the converted tremble with notes of 
praise for redeeming love, when the gentle 
breathings of the Spirit fall upon them. 

H 
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** The Lord has formed his people for him- 
self/' for his own glory, and ** to show forth 
his praise ;** and one of their first acts, upon 
being thus formed, is, to bless his holy name 
for their redemption by Christ Jesus, for the 
means of grace afforded them here, and the 
sure hope of glory hereafter. Their hearts ac- 
knowledge in praise, the blessings which they 
receive through grace. This they prove, 

L By presenting themselves unto the 
Lord, as the best thank-offering they can 
make for his goodness. They feel, and they 
rejoice to know, that they are bought with 
a price, and are, therefore, not their own. 
Instead of acting as the unconverted, who 
strive to discover the smallest sacrifice with 
which to quiet their conscience, they feel 
that the surpassing love of the Lord demands 
what they, with grateful hearts, present unto 
him, " their soul, their life, their all." 

Sweet evidence of conversion, of calling 
and election, when the grateful soul lifts up 
its prayer, and breathes forth its notes of 
praise, in such expressions as, " Speak, Lord ; 
for thy servant heareth." *' Here am I, send 
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me." "Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do ?*' When the grace of God touched the 
heart of blind BartimeuS| he proved his 
gratitude and love, by following Jesus in the 
way. If gratitude and love do not constrain 
us also, through good report and evil report, 
to follow him, what evidence have we that 
our blind «yes have been opened, that our 
hard heart has been renewed, that the Spirit 
has breathed the breath of spiritual life into 
our souls, — what proof have we that our 
"calling and election are sure ?" 

2» True praise shows itself, also, by direct 
acts of thanksgiving to the Lord. Read 
through the Psalms, and there you will dis- 
cover a gracious soul's language in the pre- 
sence of the Lord. Being full of gratitude 
to the Lord for the many and marvellous 
tokens of his love, it cannot but mingle its 
praises with its prayers. "My lips shall 
praise thee." " My mouth shall praise thee." 
" I will hope continually, and will yet praise 
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thee more and more." " Bless the Lord, O 
my soul : and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
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and forget not all his benefits : who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities : who healeth all thy dis* 
eases : who redeemeth thy life from destruc- 
tion: who crowneth thee. with lovingkind- 
ness and tender mercies: who satisfieth thy 
mouth with good things : so that thy youth 
is renewed like the eagle's." Such are the 
notes of praise which it breathes forth. 
It returns to the Lord praises for his 
blessings. In private retirement, where ho 
human eye can penetrate, as well as in the 
great congregation, the regenerate heart 
pours forth in lively and holy love the over- 
flowings of gratitude for all the benefits of 
sovereign grace. 

Reader, consider well, let conscience tell 
you, what those mercies are which form the 
subjects of your thanksgiving when you are 
alone, upon your knees, before your God. 
Can you possess a new heart and a right 
spirit, if you have never thanked Him for 
them ? Can your soul be cleansed by the 
blood of Christ, if you have never adored 
Him for that blessing? Can your soul be 
clothed in bis righteousness, if you have 
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never praised Him for it ? What proof have 
you, that you are regenerated and "filled 
with the Spirit/* if you fail to respond to 
the apostle's injunction to " make melody in 
your heart to the Lord?" Ephes. v. 19. 

3. Lastly, true praise proves its existence 
by a spirit of liberality. The regenerate 
man is a liberal man. Grace enlarges his 
heart, and infuses the principle of liberality 
into it. His heart is affected by, and comes 
under the expanding influence of, the know- 
ledge of " the grace of Christ, who, though he 
was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that 
we through his poverty might be rich," The 
hands, as well as the lips, are set in motion 
by the principle of praise within. There is 
a practical acquaintance with the deeds, as 
well as with the language of piety. The vile 
person, always acting from unsound princi- 
ples, and wrong motives, whatever personal 
sacrifice he may make, is " not liberal," neither 
is " the churl bountiful." " But the liberal," 
from the true principle of liberality in his 
heart, " deviseth liberal things : and by liberal 
things shall he stand." Yes, grace shall be 
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added to grace. ** The liberal soul shall be 
made fat; and he that watereth shall be 
watered also himself." Unless you possess 
this spirit of liberality, how can you be satis- 
fied with your state ? Scripture teaches us 
that the liberal do '* devise liberal things:^' 
if you close your heart against the spiritual 
and temporal wants of others, if you do not 
^* devise liberal thingSi" in order to show 
forth your gratitude to the Lord for all the 
liberal things which he has devised for you, 
what evidence can you adduce, that you have 
received his Spirit and are regenerate 7 yea, 
how will you prove, that the " vile person*' 
who is " not liberal," is not yourself? 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE M£ANS OF REGENERATION. 

Three divisions of our subject have been 
considered. The reader will remember their 
order — the nature, the necessity, and the 
EVIDENCES of regeneration. We are now 
arrived at the fourth^^the means. 

I have been led to dwell at considerable 
length upon the evidences of regeneration, 
in consequence of the fatal errors which are 
so prevalent on that particular point ; but, 
though my observations will be less extended 
on the two remaining topics, they claim no 
less anxious and prayerful consideration. 
Indeed I am persuaded, that if the remarks 
already made, have given risa to any mis* 
givings and searchings of heart ; if the light 
of conviction has penetrated into any long 
sealed up and slumbering conscience; if, 
like the Philippian jailer, any soul has been 
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aroused from its sleep, by the shaking of the 
foundations of the prison-house of carnal 
security, then language corresponding with 
the cry of that awakened sinner will be ut- 
tered, one prayer will be breathed, one 
question will press upon the conscience — 
" What must I do to be saved ? " 

Our observations, then, in this chapter, 
will be addressed, for the most part, to 
anxious inquirers, to those who are *Mn- 
quiring the way to Zion, with their faces 
thitherward." It will be my prayerful en- 
deavour to give them a few plain directions, 
by which they may know in what way they 
may obtain the blessing of regeneration, and 
thus make their calling and election sure. 

Prayer, and the diligent use of the 
Holy Scriptures, are the two great means 
yrhich I propose to notice. 

I. Our first remarks, then, will be under 
the head of prayer. We have in a pre- 
ceding chapter considered prayer as an evi- 
dence of regeneration. We are now to 
notice it in a difierent light — as a means, 
appointed by the Lord, by which we are to 
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seek regeneration. To all, then, who feel 
that they are destitute of this blessing, and 
anxious to obtain it, I would say, and yet 
not I, but the Lord, 

1. Pray. By all means, pray. If you 
cannot pyay as you would, pray as you can. 
If the desire be given you to pray, say not 
the poiver is withheld. He who has implanted 
the desire, is ready to bestow the power, and 
waiting to grant the petition. If we wait 
until we have evidence that our prayers are 
of the right sort, we wait for the seal of the 
Spirit before we have prayed for the gift of 
the Spirit. After men have received the 
Spirit, and are thus regenerated, they have 
no further need to pray for regeneration. 
There is no command in Scripture to pray 
for that which we already possess. The pro- 
mise in Luke xi. 13, was undoubtedly spoken, 
for the encouragement of the imconverted: 
^* If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him?" The 
promise also in Ezekiel, coupled with the 
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subsequent command, bears also on the same 
pointy and is of itself conclusive. In the 
'SGth chapter, 26th verse, the Lord promises, 
evidently to those who are dead in trespasses 
and sins, ** A new heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you : and 
I will take away the stony heart out of yoiu: 
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.*' 
Then he adds, in the 37th verse, a condition 
which proves that their prayer, the prayer 
of those who are utterly destitute of this 
*' new heart and new spirit," will be heard 
and answered: *' Thus saith the Lord Orodt 
I will yet for this be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to do it for them.'* 

Here, then, you have sufficient warrant 
for the assurance, that no prayer for the gift 
of the Holy Spirit will remain unanswered. 
You have here grounds for praying as you 
caUf though you are imable to pray as you 
would. Let nothing, then, keep you from 
your knees. And though heaven appear to 
you as brass, and every prayer you have 
ever uttered has apparently returned into 
your own bosom, you have encouragement 
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enough from these passages to believe^ that 
you who ask, shali receive; that you who 
seek, shall find ; and that to you who knock} 
it shall be opened. You are not the Jirst to 
knock. You would not possess the desire to 
receive, if that desire had not been implanted 
by Him who is waiting to be gracious to 
you. He is knocking at the door of your 
heart, and thus arousing your desire to obtain 
that very blessing which he is ready to be- 
stow. Open, then, the door of your heart in 
prayer, and that heart shall be regenerated, 
your ** calling and election " shall ba sure ; 
for He, ** with whom is the residue of the 
Spirit," hath said, '* Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock : if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come into him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me." 

2. Again, pray in confidence. 

Trust God's word. Never doubt it. He 
has confirmed it with an oath, and sealed it 
with the blood of Christ. He '* saw the end 
from the beginning" when he made the pro- 
mises which it contains. If you find, then, 
a single promise in it suited to your case^ 
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take hold of it ; never let it go : the omni- 
scient God of love made the promise for you, 
and has directed your eye to it* He knew 
that you and it would at length meet in this 
wilderness: yea, he arranged the meeting. 
Take hold of the promise, and carry it, as a 
promissory note, to the bank of heaven — " the 
throne of grace." Trust the whole weight of 
your soul upon the simple truth, that "Ood 
will do what he has said.*' He will be as good 
as his word. He does not say one thing, and 
mean another. Give him credit for this sin- 
cerity. The Lord Jesus brings this poitit 
forcibly before us : '^ If a son shall ask bread 
of any of you that is a father, will he give him 
A stone i or, if he ask a fish, will he for a fish 
give him a serpent ? or, if he ask an e^, will 
he offer him a scorpion ?" Then he inquires, 
in the next verse, whether our heavenly Father 
will deal treacherously, yea, whether he will 
not deal much more truly, with those who ask 
of Him the Holy Spirit Believe, then, when 
you pray for regeneration, that God will not 
put you off with something else. Remember 
his words in another place, Mark xi. S4: 
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" Therefore I say unto you, What thing soever 
5'e desire, when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have them." Put 
no ij into your prayer for the Holy Spirit. 
Say not, " If it be thy will, regenerate my 
heart." God has declared that it w his will 
to give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him* We have no right to put an «/*, when 
he has put none. To do so, is tantamount 
with charging God with insincerity. 

God does not trifle. He has rescinded no 
promise in the Bible. He will do as he has 
said. He cannot deny Himself. " God is not 
a man, that he should lie ; neither the son of 
man, that he should repent : hath he said, and 
shall he not do it ? or, hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good ?" Trust his word, 
^hen, trembling soul. Though thou may est 
liiscover in thyself no marks of grace — no 
evidence of the work of the Spirit, still 
honour the Lord, by honouring his word. 
Go to Him with his promise in your hand,- 
and say to Him, as David said, before you, 
*' Do as thou hast said." He has not out- 
promised Himself, or said what he cannot do,: 
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or what he foill not do. He changeth not. 
Hasten then to his footstool, leaning upon 
his truthfulness — regeneration shall be yours 
-*-your " calling and election shall be made 



sure." 



3. Pray alsOf in the name of, and to the 
Lord Jesus. 

" All the promises of God," says St. Paul, 
'' in Christ, are yea, and in him Amen, unto 
the glory of God." By which we are to under- 
stand, that all the promises of God, ever given 
to his people, are made in and through Jesus 
Christ, and that in him they are sure. They 
centre in him. All their lines meet in him. 
He is " the surety of the better covenant." 
Had there been no surety, there had been no 
covenant. If there were no Saviour, there 
would be no promise. ** The covenant was 
confirmed in Christ," and in him, conse- 
quently, are all the promises. When we 
look to the Father, then, to fulfil his pro- 
mises, we must approach Him in the love he 
bears to his Son. In him he has declared him- 
self to be *' well pleased ;" and no sooner does 
a sinner abandon his own name, and plead 
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that "Name which is above every name," 
than music is heard in the courts of heaven^ 
and the Spirit is poured down from on high, 
** Whatsoever/* says the Lord Jesus, "ye 
shall ask in my name^ that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 
shall ask anything in my name, I will do it/' 
Jacob went into the presence of Isaac, and 
obtained his father's blessing in his brother 
Esau's name. This he did with a crafty 
falsehood. But it serves as an illustration of 
the manner in which we should plead the name 
of Jesus,. "When we enter into the presence 
of God, if we would obtain the blessing of 
regeneration, and make our calling and elec* 
tion sure, we must remember to whom the 
blessing belongs, even to our Elder Brother, 
and in his name only we must seek it* 

Pray also to the Lord Jesus for the gift of 
the Spirit. Not only is the Holy Ghost the 
gift of the Father, he is the gift of the Son 
also* " If I go not away," said he to his 
disciples, " the Comforter will not come unto 
you ; but if I depart, / will send him unto 
you**' All grace is treasured up in Christ* 
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All the grace the Father bestows upon sin- 
ners, he gives out of the fulness which he 
has treasured up in him. And all the grace 
the Son gives, he gives out of himself. We 
read in the Epistle to the Colossians, that 
^^ it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwell." Hence we are told by John 
the Baptist, '* God giveth not the Spirit by 
measure unto him :" and we are taught by the 
evangelist that *' of his fulness have all we (be- 
lievers) received, and grace for grace." No- 
thing can be plainer from these passages than 
that the grace of the Holy Spirit is treasured 
up in the Lord Jesus. To him every broken 
heart and contrite spirit may gO| with the 
fullest assurance, that he is nigh to impart the 
gift of the Comforter — '* the unction of the 
Holy One." Arise, then, ye sorrowing souls 
— ^ye anxious inquirers, listen to his reviving 
and encouraging words, ** All things are deli- 
vered unto me of my Father. Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and / 
will give you rest." You have tried other 
sources in vain. Now go to the place which 
is called Calvary, kneel at the foot of the 
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cross; there seek regenerating grace, and 
you shall make your calling and election sure. 
He knows your wretchedness, poverty, blind- 
ness^ nakedness. He does not despise your 
state ; yea, you are the individual he singles 
out when he says, " I counsel thee to buy of 
me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest 
be rich ; and white raiment that thou mayest 
be clothed, and that the shame of thy naked- 
ness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see." 

(4.) Remember also to watch unto prayer. 

Watch for seasons. There are times when 
your heart is made, as Job's was, "soft." 
You are affected by some dispensation, some 
trial, some afSiiction. The two-edged sword 
of the Spirit, in reading the Word, or in hear- 
ing it preached, has " pierced even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and has become a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart." You feel that the hand of the Lord 
is upon you. Now, watch for such seasons. 
Seize with anxious and grateful avidity these 
favoured moments^ to pour out your heart 
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before the Lord. Suffer not these impres* 
sions to wear away. Deepen them upon your 
kneesy before Satan has time to come in 
between impression and resolution. Lose 
not a moment. The birds of the air will 
soon dart upon the seed of the Word, if it 
be not quickly housed by prayer. Cherish 
these good impressions, as a prisoner would 
cherish the most distant rumour of his de- 
liverance. Yea, act like the wise and anx- 
ious mariner when he is becalmed at sea. 
He listens and watches for the breeze, and 
seizes the first faint symptoms of its approach, 
to spread his sails. It may be, you have lost 
many a fair gale, which would have carried 
your frail bark into the haven of peace. Oh 
watch for the breezes of the Spirit; He 
bloweth where and when he listeth — cherish 
liis first impressions upon your soul. At 
once spread the sails of faith and hope : he 
will fill them in answer to prayer, and carry 
you on safely over your fears and doubts, 
until impression has passed into conviction, 
conviction into conversion, and conversion 
into joy and peace in believing: and he has 
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thus enabled you to " make your calling and 
election sure." 

Watch, therefore, for answers to your pray 
ers. Faith should wait for that which prayer 
asks for. It is not enough to pray. We 
must not be satisfied till we receive an an- 
swer — and the answer to our prayer. We 
honour God by ever being upon our watch- 
tower, to descry the approach of his gracious 
reply. Many pray, and forget their petitions 
as soon as they have uttered them. How can 
we expect to receive an answer, if our want of 
expectation proves how little our hearts are 
interested in our prayers ? If you do not 
wait for the blessing, can you be said to 
desire it ? And if you do not desire it, can 
you be said to pray for it ? *^ You ask and 
receive not, because you" thus " ask amiss." 
Alas ! God, who reads the thoughts of the 
heart, knows that the prayers of most men 
are empty sounds. If they utter a form 
of words, for conversion, they do not mean 
what they say ; they do not expect, because 
they do not wish God to grant their heartless 
petitions. They have no anxiety to lead a 
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new life, and therefore they have no desire 
for a new heart. They are hypocrites before 
Gody and thus it comes to pass, that whilst 
"the prayer of the upright" — the honest 
seeker after grace — "is the delight of the 
Lord, the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomi* 
nation to Him." 

The anxious inquirer should watch for the 
blessing^ as well as pray for it. He should, 
in this respect, tread in the steps of him who 
was a man after God's own heart. In the 
6th Psalm, at 3rd verse, he says, " My voice 
shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord ; in 
the morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up.'* We must look tip 
for the return of our prayer in the blessing 
we have sought. True prayer is only half 
finished when the words have dropped from 
our lips ; we should follow it into heaven with 
untiring faith that we shall receive the things 
we ask, and we should wait at the footstool 
of the throne of grace, looking up in constant 
expectation of obtaining them. Present your 
petition, then, trembling souls, for the gift 
of the Spirit ; and watch for the answer of 



MEANS OP REGENERATION. WJ 

grace, as Simeon waited for the consolation 
of Israel. The Holy Ghost shall be upon 
yow, even as He was upon Am, and you shall 
" make your calling and election sure." 

(5.) Once more, persevere in prayer. 

Limit not the Holy One of Israel. He 
has not told you when — how soon he will 
answer your prayer : t. «., how soon you will 
realize the answer. He has promised, indeed, 
to answer even the desire of prayer, before it 
can clothe itself with words. " It shall come 
to pass, that before they call, I will answer ; 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear ;'* 
but it is often a long time before the answer 
reaches us. Daniel prayed, and his prayer 
was heard and answered in heaven ; but the 
messenger from God was " withstood one- 
and-twenty days" on his way to him. Delay 
is not denial. It is intended to exercise, 
but not to destroy, no, nor yet to weaken 
faith. Seven times did Elijah's servant on 
Mount Carmel look toward the sea, before 
he could discover the little cloud like a man's 
hand rising out of it. Many, many seven 
times you may have to pray for the gift of 
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the Holy Spirit, before grace may be given 
you, to ''make your calling and election 
sure." But no sooner shall the prayer of 
faith go forth from your heart, than it shall 
be safely lodged in the heart of a prayer- 
hearing, and prayer-answering God. It shall 
not be forgotten. " For the vision is yet for 
an appointed time, but at the end it shall 
speak, and not lie : though it tarry, wait for 
it ; because it will surely come, it will not 
tarry." 

II. Let us now proceed to notice, very 
briefly, the other means to which I proposed 
to draw attention, viz., the diligent use of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

As the prayer of faith can rest only upon 
promise, and promise can be gathered only 
from the Scriptures, he who would be suc- 
cessful in prayer, must be diligent in search- 
ing the Scriptures. The Word of God is the 
great instrument which the Spirit uses in the 
work of regeneration. He might, if he 
pleased, regenerate your heart without the 
Word. With Him all things are possible. 
But he has been pleased so to connect the 



MEANS OF REGENERATION. 119 

one with the other, that, by St. James, he 
tells us, *' Of his own will begat he us with 
the Word of truth :*' and, by St. Peter, he 
teaches us the same truth, — "Being born 
again — by the Word of God.*^ The Word of 
God is the Spirit's hammer to break the hard 
heart, and his lamp to enlighten its dark 
chambers. ** The entrance of thy words," 
says the psalmist, " giveth light ; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple." It is the 
voice of life to the dead soul, when applied 
by the Spirit. As the living, and life-giving 
voice of Jesus quickened Lazarus in the cold 
grave, and brought him forth to the light 
of day, so the same voice in the written Word, 
when carried by the quickening Spirit to the 
heart of the sinner, brings the soul from 
death to life, from darkness to light, from 
the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son. " I will never forget th}^ 
precepts," says the grateful psalmist, " for 
with them thou hast quickened me." If a 
man say he wishes for conversion, and yet 
neglects to search, and pray over, the Scrip- 
tures, he deceiveth himself; that man's 
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religion is vain. Whereas^ if a man throw his 
very soul into the Scrip tures, and pray for 
the Holy Spirit to enable him to '' hear what 
God the Lord will speak" unto him, we may 
look upon such an one in love^ he is not far 
from the kingdom of heaven— he is on the 
King's highway to make his calling and 
election sure. 

With prayer and searching the Scriptures 
connect hearing the Word of God preached. 
" Faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God." Place yourself under the 
sound of the gospel trumpet. ^' It pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching , to save 
them that believe." Take heed what you 
hear. Beware of wolves in sheep's clothing. 
Beware of false prophets. ''If the blind 
lead the blind, both will fall into the ditch." 
How can you expect converting grace from 
the Lord, if you dishonour Him, by listening 
to the words of seducing spirits speaking by 
the lips of false prophets? How can men 
expect to be blessed, when they " will not 
endure sound doctrine ; but after their own 
lusts heap to themselves teachers, having 
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itching ears : and turn away their ears from 
the truth, and turn unto fables ?" 

But, take heed, also, how you hear. Men 
are not edified under the Word preached, be- 
cause they seek rather to he pleased than ^ro- 
Jited, You should hear the Word as a message 
from God unto your soul. Forget the preacher 
in the message which he delivers. "We 
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord." Endeavour to hear Him preaching 
to you through his ambassador. If you are 
in earnest about salvation, if you wifih to 
profit by what you hear, remember whose 
voice speaks from heaven through the faith- 
ful minister's voice who addresses you from 
the pulpit. If you are seeking regeneration, 
and desire to make your " calling and election 
sure," say to yourself before you enter the 
church door, in the words of the psalmist, 
" I will hear," not what the preacher saith, 
but " I will hear, what God the Lord will 
speak." 



CHAPTER Vr. 

THE BLESSINGS OF REGENERATION. 

In the preceding chapters I have attempted 
to show, that in order to obey the Divine in- 
junction to ''give diligence to make our 
calling and election sure/' we must give dili- 
gence to make our regeneration certain. I 
trust satisfactory proof has been adduced, 
that regeneration, (scripturally considered,) 
forms the basis of all personal interest in the 
salvation which is in Christ, and must, there- 
fore, constitute the foundation of our assur- 
ance — that it is held forth by the Holy Ghost, 
as '' the balances of the sanctuary,*' by which 
every man must weigh his soul in the sight 
of an omniscient and heart-searching God. 

We are now arrived at the last division of 
our subject — the blessings of regenera- 
tion — in which I sliall endeavour to prove, 
that he who has made his regeneration cer- 
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tain, may rejoice in the assurance, that his 
calling and election are sure : in other words, 

that SALVATION IS INSEPARABLE FROM RE- 
GENERATION, AMD THAT HE WHO IS CERTAIN 
OF THE LATTER, MAY BE EQUALLY CERTAIN 
OF THE FORMER. 

1. The first blessing which I propose to 
notice, flowing from regeneration, is, union 
WITH Christ. 

By nature we have no union with Christ. 
We are in Adam's position when he fell from 
God, and was driven out of paradise. We 
are without God, without Christ, and with- 
out hope in the world. By regeneration the 
soul is born of God, and united to Christ. 
It is brought back again into saving union 
with Deity. ' It becomes what St. Peter calls 
" a partaker of the Divine nature," 2 Pet. i. 4. 
It loses its condemning connexion with the 
first Adam, and is bound up in the bundle 
of life, with the second Adam. It lives by 
Christ, it lives upon Christ, it lives in Christ, 
yea, says the apostle Paul, ^' Christ is our 
life." No terms can more strongly express 
the union between Christ and his people. 
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than those which he used in his prayer, in 
the 17th chapter of St. John's Gx>spe]. We 
there learn, that every comparison, save that 
of the union between the Father and Son, 
falls short of the full illustration of this 
divine oneness. It is a mystery which none 
can unfold, but which every regenerate man 
realizes to be true. In the 12 1st verse he 
says, " That they all may be one : as thou. 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us." And again, in the 
next verse, " That they may be one, even as 



we are one." 



The illustrations of this union which abound 
in Scripture prove, that this language is not 
figurative: that it expresses a real union 
between Christ and his people. Inanimate 
creation is called in to figure out this mystery. 
Do you admire the wonderful union existing 
between a tree and its branches i Do you 
discover in that union the true and only 
sources of the life, the strength, the fruitful^ 
ness of the branch ? Behold the union be- 
tween Christ and his people. By nature we 
were without him — severed from him; by 
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regeneration we are graffed into him. He 
is the vine, we are the branches, John xv. 4, 5. 
Again, does the beautiful structure of the 
human frame call forth your admiration ? 
Do you discover in the head, the seat of 
wisdom, the medium of nourishment, the 
centre of beauty ? Behold, " Christ is the 
Head of the body, the church ;" the rege- 
nerate are ** the body of Christ, and mem- 
bers in particular," Eph. iv. 15, 16; v. 30. 
Once more, draw instruction from the temple 
of God in which you are accustomed to 
worship. Does the whole structure rest 
upon one foundation? Are all its parts 
united to one chief corner-stone ? Behold, 
" other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ." ** He himself," 
says St. Paul, " is the chief corner-stone, in 
whom all the building fitly framed together, 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord ; 
in whom ye also are builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit," Eph. 
ii. 20 — 22. Such, then, is the blessing of 
the regenerate — they are one with Christ. 
He dwells in them, and they in him. Hence 
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tlovrs their salvation. Ere time began, he 
received them into mystical union with him- 
self. As one with himself, he ever regarded 
them. That which men do to them, he con- 
siders as done to himself; so that '^ he that 
toucheth them, toucheth the apple of his eye," 
Zech. ii. 8. As one with him, the Father 
lias ever dealt both with them, and with him. 
Their sins were transferred to him, and con- 
sumed upon his soul. His blood and righte- 
ousness are made over to them. ** He made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin ; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him," 2 Cor. v. 21. Satan too, was, and 
is aware of this union. His shafts were 
aimed at the Redeemer's soul, knowing that 
if he could inflict a wound there, all the 
redeemed would perish. One blow would 
be felt by the ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand. His rage is still against Christ, in his 
rage against his people. See Acts iv. 23 — 28. 
He hates the doctrine of regeneration, because 
he hates the soul's union with Him who trod 
upon his head. He tempts and harasses the 
members, hoping to rob, disappoint, and dis- 
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honour tlie Head. But as the Head cannot 
be touched, the members are safe. Their 
calling and election are sure. They may be, 
and are in trouble and affliction, they may 
be cast down, but they cannot be destroyed ; 
a voice from heaven assures them of victory, 
''Because I live, ye shall live also," John 
xiv. 19. 

2. Acceptance is another blessing accom- 
panying regeneration. 

" The Father is well pleased in his Son :" 
he is, therefore, well pleased with all who are 
"found in him." In him he has ever loved 
them, even as he loved him, ** with an ever- 
lasting love," Jer. xxxi. 3. In the eternal 
covenant, in which all things were ordered 
and sure, all the regenerate appeared in the 
Person of their Surety. He answered for 
them. They were then received and accepted 
in him, Eph. i. 4, In due time, Jesus came 
as the gift from the Father's bosom for them. 
The Holy Spirit descends to renew their 
hearts, to complete and seal the union. They 
are not made accepted by regeneration, but 
they are regenerated because they are ac- 



J28 ^^^ BLESSINGS OF REGENERATION. 

cepted in their Head. They are assured of 
their acceptance by their renewal. Gal. iv, 6 ; 
Eph. i. 9. When this change takes place, 
but not before, their calling and election are 
sure to themselves. And then it is their 
privilege, and some of them are enabled to 
join in the apostle's ascription of praise, in 
the first chapter of the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, ** Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ : according as he hath chosen us 
in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love : having predestinated us 
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure 
of his will, to the praise of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in 
the Beloved.^' 

3. Free and full pardon also is a bless- 
ing accompanying regeneration. 

'' The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sin," those who are united to him by 
regeneration ; see 1 John i. 3 — 7. Their 
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debt of punishment has been paid by him. 
Not a single transgression have they com- 
mitted^ which he has not atoned for, and 
blotted out by his all-predous blood. The 
whole of the curse of the broken law has 
expended itself upon his devoted soul ; the 
flaming sword of justice, aroused against them, 
has been quenched in his opened side, the 
barbed arrow of wrath, aimed at them, rankled 
in his heart on Calvary, and was for ever 
buried there. No more curse remains to 
those who are one with him, wrath gives 
place to mercy, and justice speaks acquittal. 
The regenerate may now sing aloud. Where 
are our transgressions ? He was wounded 
for them ! Where are our iniquities ? He 
was bruised for them ! What chastisement 
is now required for our peace ? It was upon 
him ! Whence shall we obtain complete 
restoration ? With his stripes we are healed! 
See Isa. liii. 4 — 6. " Who shall lay any- 
thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is 
God that justifieth. Who is he that con- 
demneth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right 

K 
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hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us/* Rom. viii. 33, 34. 

4, Perfect righteousness also attends 
regeneration. 

Jesus Christ has ^^ magnified the law, and 
made it honourable/' Isa. xlii. SI, for all 
who are found in him. He not only endured 
their curse, and shed his precious blood to 
wash out all their stains, he obeyed the law, 
and wrought out an all-perfect righteousness 
for them. He came down from the bosom 
of the Father not to destroy — not to annul 
— ^not to soften down — the law, but to fulfil 
it in his own person, for all the members of 
his mystical body. As all his members suf-^ 
fered in him, so they also obeyed in him. 
*' So that," to use the words of the Homilies 
of our church, " Christ is how the righteous- 
ness of all them that truly do believe in him. 
He for them paid their ransom by his death. 
He for them fulfilled the law in his life.*' 
Or, to quote the highest authority, the words 
of St. Paul in the 5th chapter of his Epistle 
to the Romans, "As by one man's disobe- 
dience many were made sinners, so hy the 
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obedience of one shall many be made right- 



eous.*' 



And thus^ the regenerate man, who has 
no righteousness in his own person, whose 
^'righteousnesses are as filthy rags/' Isa. 
Ixiv. 6, has in Christ, by virtue of his 
union with him, that pure and spotless 
righteousness which is not less than a Di- 
vine righteousness. Oh ! wondrous truth ! 
Oh ! marvellous display of heaven- astounding 
grace! Jesus unrobed himself, and made 
bare his back to the smiters ! He was smit- 
ten, that his regenerate members may go 
free ! Jesus, as God and man in one person, 
for three and thirty years laboured to obey 
the law. He has brought forth from the 
loom of his obedience " the righteousness of 
God, which is unto all and upon all them 
that believe," Rom. iii. S2. He has thus 
become, " Jehovah our righteousness," Jer. 
xxiii. 6 ; and " the Lord is well pleased for 
his righteousness' sake." Angels cannot re- 
joice in a righteousness so pure, so costly, 
so divine ! Theirs is a righteousness untar- 
nished, but yet created ; — yours, the regene- 

k2 
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rate, ^* the righteousness of God imputed/' 
Take down then your harps from the willows, 
and, in joyful notes, sweep them to the 
song of the prophet, ** I will greatly rejoice 
in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my 
God ; for he hath clothed me with the gar- 
ments of salvation, he hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, <» a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a 
bride adometh herself with jewels/* Isa. 
Ixi, 10. 

5. Sanctification also, flows from union 
with Christ by regeneration. 

How soul-comforting is this blessing ! The 
unregenerate, if they seek at all, are ever 
seeking, and seeking in vain, sanctification 
in themselves. They overlook the truth, 
that '^ Christ is all and in all" to the be- 
liever: that he is made unto him '^ sancti- 
fication," as well as righteousness, wisdom, 
and redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. The rege- 
nerate man is nothing, and has nothing in 
himself, all he is, and all he possesses cen- 
tres in his glorified Head. In Him all grace 
is treasured up. " Out of His fulness" — 
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and not out of his own imperfections, "he 
receives, and grace for grace," John i. 16. 
This fulness of Christ is the same to all, and 
for all his members. In whatever degree 
they possess it, it is perfect. Every member 
of the body of Christ is therefore sanctified. 
By virtue of their union with Him they are 
made holy. Sanctification differs in degree, 
but it is equally perfect in whatever degree 
it is found. The body of Christ cannot be 
composed of imperfect members. They grow 
in grace — ^but growth does not imply imper- 
fection. The angels are perfect, but doubt- 
less they advance in wisdom. The growth 
of the believer is not a growing in himself, 
but a growing up into Christ: a partaking 
more and more of " his holiness," Heb. xii. 
10. How great is the privilege, how un- 
speakable the blessing, to be thus united to 
Christ by spiritual regeneration! Rejoice 
in it, believer, and whilst every day's expe- 
rience causes you to mourn over your depra- 
vity in the words of the apostle, ** In me, 
«. e,, in my flesh, there dwelleth no good 
thing:" never allow Satan, or the specious 
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reasonings of unrenewed men to deprive you 
of the soul-comforting, and soul-supporting, 
and soul-sanctifying truth, that ** Christ 
Jesus, of God, is made unto you sanctifi' 
cotton, 

6. Completeness also follows, as a matter 
of course, from union with Christ by rege- 
neration. 

"Ye are complete in Him, who is the 
Head," wrote the apostle Paul to the Colos- 
sian believers, Col. ii. 10. All completeness 
centres in Him, and those who are joined to 
Him are partakers of it. No soul can in- 
herit glory without perfection. If we could 
obtain any degree of perfection in ourselves, 
we should be in a measure, independent of 
Christ, and we might therefore ascribe to our- 
selves the glory of our salvation. But all glory 
will be given to Christ, and therefore all our 
completeness must centre in Him. This com- 
pleteness is the birthright blessing of all the 
regenerate. We have already observed, that 
the body of Christ is not composed of im- 
perfect members. So soon, then, as the soul 
is united to Him, it is " complete in Him.*' 
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There are those who teach us to look for 
perfection in ourselves ; and who preach that 
personal perfection is attainable in this life. 
This is no doctrine of the Bible, It is a 
dangerous delusion. " The old man which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts/' 
though crucified, is not destroyed in the 
believer; and will not cease to move the 
believer to do the things which he would 
not, till death is swallowed up in victory. 
(See Article ix.) St. Paul, whilst he wrote 
to the regenerate, "Ye are complete in 
Christ," reminds us all of our innate, invete- 
rate, and until death, abiding depravity, in 
the words already quoted — " In me, f . «., in 
my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing." 
Perfection, then, in oneself is a self-righteous 
and dangerous delusion — completeness in 
Christ, the blessed privilege of all believers. 
Yes ! in Him, all his members are complete. 
" God hath chosen us in Him, that we should 
be holy and vnthout blame before Him," 
Ephes. i. 4. Christ, in addressing his spouse 
the church, declares unto her, *' Thou art 
all fair, my love ; there is no spot in thee," 
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Cant. iv. 7. Hence the apostle Paul tells 
us, that '' Christ loved the church, and gave 
himself for it ; that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word." And now mark how pure and spot- 
less it becomes by union with Him — " That 
he might present it to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing ; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish." - 

7. Lastly, we notice that salvation ac- 
companies regeneration. 

" The calling and election are sure" of all 
those who are regenerated; and they are 
called and elected unto salvation. The work 
of grace which the Holy Spirit commences 
in the soul, when he regenerates the heart, 
is never left unfinished. St. Paul declared 
his confidence to the Philippians, that ** He 
which had begun a good work in them would 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ," 
Phil. i. 6. The union which the Spirit 
forms he also preserves. Jesus, who receives 
his people into union with Himself, keeps 
them. Though they are unable to keep 
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themselves from falling a single moment^ he 
upholds them. Though they are subject to 
the treachery of their own evil hearts within^ 
and exposed to numberless enemies without^ 
he protects them. He hides them in the 
hollow of his hand. " My sheep hear my 
voice," he says, " and I know them, and they 
follow me : and I give unto them eternal 
life: and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of my hand," John 
X. 27, 28. 

Here then are grounds for solid comfort 
and lasting peace. Here the soul may find 
** quietness and assiirance for ever.". " The 
Lord perfects that which concemeth" the 
regenerate: " His mercy endureth for ever." 
He forsakes not the works of his own hands, 
Psa. cxxxviii. 8. He counts the cost when 
he lays the foundation of grace in the heart, 
and, being ** the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever," he never fails to raise the 
superstructure. The wisdom which begins, 
the power which sustains and carries on, and 
completes, as well as the glory which will 
crown the work, are all his own. The day 

L 
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of small things cannot be despised. He 
who puts forth his power is omnipotent as 
well as unchangeable. ** He is of one mind, 
and WHO can turn Him ?'* Job xxiii. 13. 
" Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature," Rom. viii. 38i 39, can 
resist his power, or destroy his work of grace 
in the regenerate heart. For, *^this is the 
word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. Who art 
thou, O great mountain ? before Zerubbabel 
thou shalt become a plain : and he shall bring 
forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, 

crying, Grace, grace unto it The 

hands of Zerubbabel have laid the founda- 
tion of this house ; his hands shall elso^nish 
it," Zech. iv. 6, 7, 9. Thus, Jehovah crowns 
grace with glory. This is the believer^s con- 
fidence — the only ground of his assurance of 
salvation. In the evidences of his regenera- 
tion he sees the evidences of his calling^ 
election^ and glory. For, "we know that 
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all things work together for good to them 
that love God^ to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. For whom he 
did foreknow he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them 
he also called : and whom he called, them he 
also justified : and whom he justified, them he 
also GLORIFIED," Rom. viii. 28 — 30. 

" What shall we then say to these things ? 
If GOD be FOR us," in regenerating our 
hearts, " WHO can be against us ?" 



THE END. 
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